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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF BHUTAN

06.07.2024

PRESS RELEASE: First Session of the National Assembly of the Fourth Parliament

The First Session of the Fourth Parliament was held from 12 June to 6 July 2024.

During the session, four Bills including one international instrument were deliberated, passed and
ratified. The National Assembly also endorsed the13th Five Year Plan with a total plan outlay of
Nu.512.285 billion.

As part of the oversight function of the Parliament, a total of 49 questions were asked (40 questions
for oral responses and 9 questions for written responses) during the Question Hour Sessions
covering a wide range of issues relating to economic, social, policy, and developmental issues.

The National Assembly Committees and Members moved and adopted six motions for necessary
implementation. The topics of the motions were:

. The Government to come up with the Education Bill to ensure that Education Sector is not
politicized:

The Government to establish a Crop and Livestock Compensation Trust Fund:

The Prime Minister, in consultation with the RCSC, to review the MaX system of the civil
service and to do away with the Bell-Curve methodology for evaluating performance

L2 2

ratings of civil servants:

4. The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources to relocate high-tension power transmission
towers erected in densely populated areas to safer places, and the Government to allocate
fund for relocation and compensation or replacement of land for the private land where
relocation is not provided;

5. The Ministry of Health to review organizational structures of the ministry and the National
Medical Service for ensuring unhindered healthcare service delivery:

6.  The Government to allocate an adequate amount for the Priority Development Fund in the
next fiscal year.

The National Assembly adopted the following Bills during the session:

I.  Budget Appropriation Bill for the Financial Year 2024-25, which will be submitted for Royal
Assent:
Supplementary Budget Appropriation Bill for the Financial Year 2023-24, which will be

(3]

submitted for Royal Assent;
3. Marriage (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2024, which will be presented to the Natio
for further deliberation; and
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4. National Assembly (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2024, which will be presented to the
National Council for further deliberation.

An Annual Budget of sum not exceeding Nu.97,628.839 million including repayment and
onlending was approved for FY 2024-25 and a Supplementary Budget of sum not exceeding
Nu.3.224.924 million on account of the incorporation of donor-funded activities and technical
adjustment was approved for FY 2023-24.

The House also ratified the Air Services Agreement between the Royal Government of Bhutan
and the Government of the State of Kuwait, 2024.

In accordance with the Article 25(6) of the Constitution, the Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
reviewed and reported on the Annual Audit Report to the Joint Sitting of the Parliament. The
Committee presented its review reports on the following:

1. Royal Audit Authority’s Annual Audit Report (AAR) 2022-23;

2. RAA’s Review Reports of AAR 2010-22;

The Prime Minister also presented the Annual Report on the State of the Nation including
legislative plans and priorities of the government to the Joint Sitting of the Parliament.

The First Session also endorsed the formation of the Nine Standing Committees, Chairpersons, Dy
Chairpersons and the composition of Committees.

The resolution for the First Session will be available online on the National Assembly website
www.nab.gov.bt soon.
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