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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ACT 2008 (AMENDMENT) BILL OF BHUTAN 2024

An Act to amend the National Assembly Act of Bhutan 2008:

Parliament of the Kingdom of Bhutan hereby enacts as follows:

Title
1. This Act is the National Assembly Act of Bhutan, 2008 (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Commencement
2. This Act comes into force on the .....Day of the...Month of the Wood Male Dragon Year of the

Bhutanese calendar corresponding to the ........... Day of .....Month ...... 2024.

1.  In the Act, new section is inserted after section 47 as 47A:

Members shall discharge the following legislative, representative, and oversight functions:

(a) Deliberate, amend, repeal, and pass laws;

(b)  Propose Private Members’ Bills, if required,

(c) Review International Conventions, Covenants, Treaties, Protocols, and Agreements subject
to ratification;

(d) Represent the people in Parliament by voicing their concerns;

(e) Inform the people of the decisions of the Parliament and government development programs
through regular constituency visits;

(f)  Ensure scrutiny over State functions;

(g) Ensure accountability of the government;

(h)  Question government Ministers and review policies;

(1)  Scrutinize and approve budget proposals proposed by the government;

(j)  Collaborate with other oversight institutions; and

(k)  Matters incidental thereto.

2. In the Act, section 86 is amended as:
Every member desiring to speak shall request through the press of the push button switch and

when called upon shall address his or her observations to the Speaker.
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In the Act, section 87 is amended as:
The Speaker shall provide equal opportunity to members to raise their views if the request is made

through the press of the push button.

In the Act, new subsections are inserted into section 112 as (f) and (g):
(f) a matter which does not fall within the purview of the Ministry concerned; and

(g) amatter discourteous to a foreign country.

In the Act, section 116 is amended as:

The Speaker shall give adequate time to the concerned ministry or organization, as the case may
be, for furnishing an appropriate reply to the questions.

In the Act, new heading is inserted after heading Time for Reply as Rules for Responses and

new section is inserted after section 116 as 116A:
Rules for Responses

The answer shall:

(a) Dbe relevant to the question posed;
(b) be pertinent to the discussion;

(c) notinclude assumptions; and

(d) present correct statistics and factual information.

In the Act, section 117 is amended as:
Any member may ask supplementary questions, after a question raised has been answered, with

preference given to a member who asked question.

In the Act, CHAPTER 15: MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS is amended as:

CHAPTER 15: MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, OR
MINISTER.

In the Act, new section after section 130 is inserted as 130A:
A member may initiate a motion for no confidence against the Government or the Minister

concerned.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2024 2
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

In the Act, new section after section 130 is inserted as 130B:
The Grounds of no confidence against the Government shall be:
(a) Policy Corruption;

(b)  Corruption; or

(c) Failure to respond to national crisis.

In the Act, new section after section 130 is inserted as 130C:
The Grounds of no confidence against the Minister shall be:

(a) Incapacity;

(b) Incompetence; or

(c) Serious Misconduct.

In the Act, sections 133 and 134 are repealed.

In the Act, section 146 is amended as:
The Minister concerned shall inform Parliament in the next Session, if not earlier of the action

taken by the Government on a resolution passed by the House.

In the Act, new section after section 146 is inserted as 146A:
The House shall assign a day to review the implementation status of all resolutions passed and

questions posed by the members in the National Assembly in the previous session.

In the Act, section 203 is amended as:
The Secretary General shall be responsible for compiling Bills and shall circulate a copy of the
Bill to every member, together with an explanatory statement provided by the member in charge

of the Bill.
In the Act, new heading after heading Right to information is inserted as Response, and new
section after section 254 is inserted as 254A:

Response

The Dzongkhag and organization shall extend the same response accorded to a Minister or

Executive to a Member of Parliament during the official visit to the Dzongkhag or Constituency.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2024 3
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

In the Act, new section after section 254 is inserted as 254B:

A member shall receive a security escort when traveling across a risk-prone area.

In the Act, new subsections under section 264 are inserted as (n) and (0):
(n) Non-compliance with the Resolutions passed by the House; or
(o) Threat, intimidation, or undue influence imposed on a member to vote or speak to favour

another.

In the Act, section 268 is amended as:

Members shall refrain from eating, chewing, and smoking on the floor of the House.

In the Act, new section after section 268 is inserted as 268A:
Members shall be allowed to carry the electronic equipment, provided by the National Assembly

Secretariat for the discharge of their duty on the floor of the House.

In the Act, section 293 is amended as:
The National Assembly shall discharge its function through the Committees appointed from its

members to examine any matter within the jurisdiction assigned to them by the House.

In the Act, new section after section 293 is inserted as 293B:
The Committee shall have the power to communicate in writing directly to any Ministry or Agency

to call upon consultation meetings related to the committee’s work.

In the Act, new section after section 293 is inserted as 293C:
The competent officials from the relevant agencies shall attend any meeting called by the

Committees of the House.

In the Act, new section after section 293 is inserted as 293D:
The Chairperson of the Committee or in his absence the Deputy Chairperson shall preside over

the Committee meetings.

In the Act, new section after section 302 is amended as:
The Secretariat shall be an independent and non-partisan institution headed by the Secretary

General, who shall be placed in the equivalent position level as that of a Secretary in a Ministry.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2024 4



99

94:

20

30-

32-

33

3%

>

g4

RIXARANARGR RFEFAN KFET que NAGUAN EFEFANAR que NRMH AZA
fﬂﬁnl

qg«'%’é’ ?9q‘m‘sq@‘mﬁ:«q:m«n;‘ é’qn&ﬁnm‘ %g’:ﬁ'{q@ gﬁ’éﬂ'@%@wqﬁnﬁﬁﬂ

RIRBINARES NFES g0 X r’ m\l 5R r’ :1"1 TR RG]

[’ 14\1 %’n]w'm:'u“]'?ﬁw'?éﬁ'@&'qu%] W=

r q“l qg«‘%‘qqq@q@ u]?q’ﬁ'@q'ﬁx'aﬁanam' qq'q;dm%ﬁqu ?afnw'm:'qr;' n]qc,vq@
EY qwm'qqﬁ'anﬁngn]'%ﬁ:' gﬂ“"@ﬁ"@“@ﬂ?l

ssaraRa AT gy o] qrneys fqeeriig

&fn]k\l'm:'ql:' Q%N'%‘é"?‘[k\l' sk\l%ﬂk\l'gﬁ%’ﬁ:‘ 5&'@@@:’%@'«11«' Q\E'&l'ﬁaﬂ

RIRBNNARGR NFEF q04 NAGUAN q¢q AN ANIRRGANTRK|

qgﬁz@r@'z?]m' Famsgs %:'ix’&'ﬁ?ﬁm'&?ﬁ' qéani'aa'?{q'@ @m’&’:«’iﬂmﬂ@&'&ﬂ'&:ﬁ«

qmwﬁmamaﬁﬁua’ ;ﬂq'a%m'Nﬁ&«'@'g:&lﬂ%ﬂ'&'ﬂ?;’qw n}qqmn}'&q'aan&iﬂ“

RIRRNNARER KFEE qeq NAR AETNAYT RRFFARRBRL|
agm‘&’:m'&fqm‘aﬁ‘?]'ﬂg‘aqqé' ?aifn]k\l'@:’ﬁ'ﬁqqunﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁm' &fn]wmz:'ﬁ\]m' “rﬁ:‘xa'@g’ﬁ'ua'
@Q'ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁ’iﬂfﬁﬁ@' qqf{q‘qx@x@nﬁﬁ?mw ié’%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ?&'ﬁq@ @m‘&’x«’%ﬂm‘qi& Agar
GG RETN G G|

RIRRNNARGR KFET qpq NRGUUN gpq NAMK AR RGN ARK]

gn]m'@:'nﬁ« ?afn]m'@:n“]qﬁﬁaﬁm‘qa' ?ﬁk\:'ngquqﬁw\l%q gﬂ]’&'ﬂﬁ‘i‘%&' Yy qﬁmﬁq’ﬁ'
YFAIRR N RIRY B ‘?I'Sl'qgg"]"*’a'i“‘?éﬁ%ﬁ]

RIARANAREGS KFET 40q NRGUUN goq NAYN ARRERGIYN AR

iﬂm’@:ﬁ«‘ q?ﬁ'aﬁq'qsn'%'qm'q“émz\réq:' qﬁm'&’ﬁgq‘mqs:’mm’ﬁmq’ﬁ‘ ﬁ:lt:'éﬁ'sq'@a?ﬁ'
ﬁﬁéﬁ"‘" RSN A RT|

RIARANARGR RFEF qpq NAGUAR' g0q NS ANILRGANERK|
iﬂ«'@:’ﬁﬁﬂﬂf&«'@' gﬂ&'@;’ﬁ]ﬁﬂ?ﬁ@ﬂ FnranggHass @'q“ﬁ'qa\ﬁ'ua' SRy
AaRg A s fjaamy

RIRRNNARFR KFEG g0 WA qNmmAYT AQPFAng AR

é:'%q'&m]'éa'q%' gqmqﬁg&%q@'ﬁ:’ qqm'?;al'as'%a@ﬁqqm'qasz:&a' &’:N'@qgﬁ'%q@
qﬁ]‘a@ﬁ'ﬁq@ XRRRRRR éq«'ng,:'alﬁ'ua'ng'ﬁ'%qﬁﬁﬂ

agﬂ'ﬁ\}'agm'&’mgqm'qﬁa'(aﬁ'gl’q) RERRT g0q8 BT



26. In the Act, new section after section 304 is inserted as 304A:

The performance of the Secretary General shall be evaluated by the Speaker of the National

Assembly.

27. In the Act, new section after section 304 is inserted as 304B:

The Secretary General of the National Assembly shall report to the Speaker and shall be accountable

to the Speaker and the House.

28. In the Act, new heading after heading Continuation of Matters is inserted as Definition, and

new subsections are inserted as (a) to (c):

Definitions:

(@)

(b)

(©)
(2)
(b)
(©)

(d)
(e)

“Incapacity” refers to a prolonged physical or mental inability over a duration of six
months or emotional infirmity that includes evidence of hostility or partially rooted in bias,
corruption, or interest that materially impedes a Minister from discharging his or her official
functions.

“Incompetence” refers to the state or fact of the Minister being incompetent to discharge
his or her roles and responsibilities effectively.

“Serious Misconduct” shall include:

Gross violation of the Code of Conduct;

Violation of constitutional duties;

Willful violation of any provision of law, that substantially and adversely affect the interest
of the office;

Breach of Privileges; or

A conviction for any criminal offence and sentenced to imprisonment.
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