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Summary of the Resolutions of the Proceedings of the 10" Session

of the Third Parliament

Proceedings of the Opening Ceremony

The 10™ Session of the Third Parliament commenced on the 17" Day
of the 8" Month of the Water Female Rabbit Year, corresponding to
the 1% October 2023 with a Zhug-drel-phunsum-tshog-pai ten-drel

ceremony in the presence of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo.

Opening Address by the Speaker
The Speaker, in the gracious presence of His Majesty the King,

welcomed all the distinguished guests to the opening ceremony.

On behalf of the Parliament, the Speaker expressed profound
gratitude to His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo and Her Majesty the
Gyaltsuen for bestowing upon the nation the invaluable gift of
the birth of the Gyalsem on the 9" of September. Additionally, he
extended heartfelt prayers for the Princess’ good health, well-being

and prosperity.

He further conveyed the Parliament’s profound gratitude to His
Majesty and all the people involved under His Majesty’s gracious
command, for the Zhung Dratshang’s proclamation of the day of
the Gyalsem’s birth as Dratshang Yojey Gi Ngyim, dedicated to the

Gyalsem’s longevity and the enduring reign.



Furthermore, the Speaker also expressed deep gratitude to His
Majesty the Druk Gyalpo for his frequent visits abroad and
engaging with global business leaders in the interest of our country’s
economic development. Additionally, he extended sincere thanks to
His Majesty for personally overseeing the Kidu and relief supports
provided for those impacted by the recent flood calamity at Ungar

in Lhuentse Dzongkhag.

On behalf of the Parliament, he also expressed his sincere gratitudes
to His Holiness the Je Khenpo and the monastic body for their
continued commitment in performing rituals and prayers for the
welfare of the global community, and specifically, for the prosperity

and well-being of the nation and the citizens.

Finally, invoking the blessings of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo,
the Royal Family, His Holiness the Je Khenpo, and the esteemed
monastic community, he offered earnest prayers for the successful

outcomes of the session.

Follow-up report on the resolution of the 9" Session

The Finance Minister reported on the implementation status of
five resolutions - three pertaining to the Economic and Finance
Committee’s Annual Budget 2023-2024 and two resolutions

submitted by the National Council.



Similarly, the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport
reported on the resolution concerning the requirement of structural
drawings for construction of one-storied houses in rural areas, and
provision of drawings free of cost for the construction of multi-
storied buildings. The House deliberated on the report and resolved
that it did not merit any additional resolution. However, the House
advised the relevant Ministries to consider the recommendations
made by the Members during its implementation.

(18™ Day of the 8" Month of Water Female Rabbit Year corresponding

to 2 October 2023)

Good Governance Committee (GGC) presents the Review Report
on the Anti-Corruption Commission’s Annual Report 2022-2023

The Chairperson of the Good Governance Committee (GGC),
Member from Khatoed-Laya constituency, presented the
Committee’s review report on the Anti-Corruption Commission’s
(ACC) Annual Report 2022-2023 to the House along with two
recommendations submitted by the ACC along with three other

recommendations proposed by the Committee as follows:

The ACC’s recommendations were:

1. To enhance parliamentary oversight to scrutinize issues for
delays in resolving corruption cases while also providing
opportunities to address inherent capacity and operational

challenges.



The concerned agencies implement the five recommendations
of the ACC on systematic analysis to eliminate corruption
loopholes and submit an Action Taken Report to the House

during the next session.

In addition, the Committee recommended that:

1.

The RCSC reconsiders the clustering of the expert group
such as legal and ICT divisions of ACC to maintain the

confidentiality of information and effective service delivery.

The Government provides adequate budgetary support for the
capacity building of the ACC’s officials given the high attrition
rate in the ACC, which stood at 15.06% and 35.5% of the

existing staff having less than two years of work experience.

While noting that Nu. 29.158 million has been restituted in
the current reporting year, which was a huge achievement,
the ACC must make all efforts to recover the balance amount
of about more than one billion for restitution from 2006 and
submit an Action Taken Report to the Parliament reflecting
the restitution amount from 2006 to 2023 in the next reporting

year.

The House, during its deliberation, also resoundingly expressed that

the corruption in elections represents the gravest form of corruption

and there is a need for the ACC to collaborate with the Election

Commission towards preventing electoral corruption.

4



Similarly, the Members expressed concerns that repeated
discussion about election-related corruption is a reflection of
non implementation of resolutions. It was also pointed out that
corruption could be prevented if the ACC’s Investigation Officers
are engaged during elections. Therefore the ACC and the Election
Commission of Bhutan should promptly collaborate and formulate

proactive measures for the 2024 election.

Some Members highlighted that while the ACC issues an integrity
assessment certificate before the election, it does not effectively
deter corruption after its issuance. Furthermore, there was a call to

increase the budget for the Commission’s operations.

Understanding the collective dedication to curb electoral corruption,
the House unanimously re-endorsed the resolution passed in the
8th Session of the Third Parliament, which resolved that the ACC
and the Election Commission collaborate to monitor and ensure

corruption free elections.

The House deliberated and endorsed all the 5 recommendations - 2
recommendations made by the Anti-Corruption Commission and
the 3 recommendations made by the Committee through show of
hands and as per procedure, voted on the recommendations with all
the 39 members present and voting, voting in favor. The deliberation
on the ACC’s Annual Report 2022-2023 concluded with the House

reiterating the need for the Anti-Corruption Commission to work
5



closely with the Election Commission to reduce electoral corruption

during the country’s elections.

Resolution on the Public Account Committee’s Review Report
The Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC),
the Member from Bardo-Trong constituency, presented the
Committee’s review report as follows:

1.  Review report on Performance Audit Reports on Irrigation

Systems and,

2. Review report on Performance Audit Reports on Preparedness

for Cybersecurity.

During the deliberation on the report, the concerned Ministers and
the Committee Chairperson addressed and clarified the questions
and doubts raised by the Members. The Committee made the
following recommendations regarding the Performance Audit

Report on Irrigation Systems:

1.  Department of Water (DoW) as a lead agency to expedite the
operationalization of the National Integrated Water Resource

Management (IWRM) Plan.

2. DoA as alead agency for the irrigation system to review NIP
2012 and mainstream NIMP in successive five-year plans
to steer the sector to achieve the national goal of food self-

sufficiency and security.
6



DoA in collaboration with the Department of Infrastructure
and Development (DolD) to continue to explore and
adopt appropriate technologies for sustainable irrigation

infrastructure.

DoA to maintain and update comprehensive inventory of

irrigation systems in the country.

DoA in collaboration with DolD to institute mechanisms
to enforce the requirement to carry out multi-disciplinary

feasibility studies of irrigation schemes.

As per the requirement of the Water Act of Bhutan 2011 and
its regulation to form WUAs, DoA in collaboration with
Local Governments to facilitate the institutionalization of
WUAS for the effective beneficiary participation at all levels
of planning, implementation and maintenance with required
financial support to ensure sustainability of the irrigation

schemes.

There is a need to have Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) amongst the DoA, DolD, DoW and LGs in the
implementation of irrigation schemes across the country
to ensure that the planning and development of irrigation
facilities are in harmony with the strategic focus of the
sector, besides ensuring a minimum quality of infrastructure.

Therefore, MoAL has administrative arrangements in
7



planning, budgeting, execution and monitoring of irrigation

infrastructure development.

Similarly, the recommendations made for the Performance

Audit Report on Preparedness for Cybersecurity are:

1.

The GovTech Agency to review and improve the institutional

and regulatory framework for Cybersecurity.

Establish a coordinating leadership to provide strategic
direction and empower the nodal agency for cybersecurity.
Form institutional linkages amongst the policymakers,
regulators, and implementers including SoEs and government
agencies. Further, GovTech as a national authority needs to
expand the role of existing regulators. These regulators need
to have adequate personnel with cybersecurity know-how and
need to enhance enforcement and compliance mechanisms
through various means such as rules and regulations, license
contract agreements, monitoring and reporting mechanisms,

and accountability mechanisms.

The GovTech Agency to implement the draft National
Cybersecurity Strategy with implementation plan, budget,

monitoring and evaluation framework.

The GovTech Agency to expedite the identification and
protection of Critical Information Infrastructures (CIIs) in the

country.



4. The GovTech Agency to strengthen the legal framework
for cybersecurity by reviewing the existing Acts, Rules and

Regulations.

5. The GovTech Agency to strengthen the enforcement
mechanism for data privacy and protection against
unauthorized disclosure and processing of personal data. In
order to ensure data protection and security, the GovTech
Agency should develop protocols to classify data to ensure

that sensitive and confidential information is protected.

Following the presentation, in accordance with the procedure, the
members voted to approve the 12 recommendations put forth by
the Royal Audit Authority and the Public Accounts Committee.
All 67 present members voted in favor, resulting in the unanimous

endorsement of all the recommendations.

Following the endorsement of the recommendation, the Speaker
declared the Annual Audit Report 2022-2023 as a public document
and directed the Members of the PAC Committee to thoroughly
review it for reporting in the next Parliament Session.

(28™ Day of the 8™ Month of Water Female Rabbit Year corresponding to 10

October 2023)



Prime Minister’s Annual Report on the State of the Nation
including legislative plans, annual plans, and priorities of the
Government

The Prime Minister presented the Annual State of the Nation
including legislative plans, annual and priorities of the Government,
in accordance with Section 10 of Article 10 of the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Bhutan. Presenting the report, the Prime
Minister said that the progress of the nation, big or small, has been
accomplished under the auspices of the commendable leadership
of His Majesty the King. This achievement has been made possible
through the collaborative efforts of civil servants and experts from
Bhutan. It’s crucial to recognize that the government, relying on
its competence and expertise alone, has not solely driven these
accomplishments. Therefore, there seems to be no need to present

a government report to the nation today.

The Prime Minister solicited consent to present that State of the
Nation Report composed of 12 significant contributions made by His
Majesty borne from His Majesty’s profound philosophy, mirroring
the 12 auspicious deeds of Shakyamuni Buddha. Subsequently,

these 12 auspicious deeds were elaborated upon and presented.

Following that, the Prime Minister, iterated that in his capacity
as the leader and carrying out his responsibilities, might have
issued management directives that unintentionally caused offense

to some individuals. He expressed his sincere apologies, seeking
10



forgiveness for any unintended harm caused. In addition, he
presented a comprehensive report on the nation’s education, health,
and economic status. This marked the conclusion of the presentation
on the State of the Nation and Government’s Plans and Priorities.

(29" Day of the 8" Month of Water Female Rabbit Year corresponding to 13

October 2023)

Deliberation on the Biological Corridor Nine Bill of Bhutan
2023

On behalf of the Member Incharge of the Bill, the Finance Minister
moved the motion to re-deliberate on the 15 Sections received
from the National Council on the Biological Corridor Nine Bill

2023.

Following the motion, the Chairperson for the Environment
and Climate Change Committee reported that the Committee
endorsed all the amendments to the 15 sections proposed by the

National Council.

During the deliberation by the House on the 15 Section submitted by
the National Council, it was noted that the amendments submitted
were clerical and did not change the substance of the clause and

endorsed all the amendments.

As per rules of procedure, the House voted on the Bill and all 41

members present and voting, voted in favour of the Bill concluding
11



the deliberation on the Bill. (On the 5" Day of the 9" Month of the Water

Female Rabbit Year corresponding to 19 October 2023)

Question Hour
During the 10th Session of the Third Parliament, a total of 27 Oral
questions and 2 Written questions were tabled where the Members

asked Questions to the concerned Ministries.

Concluding Ceremony

Graced by His Majesty the King, the Tenth Session of the Third
Parliament concluded on 6™ Day of the 9" Month of the Water
Female Rabbit Year corresponding to 20 October 2023. The
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and the Chairperson
of the National Council submitted the expression of gratitude to
His Majesty the King, followed by the concluding speech of the
Speaker. The session concluded with offering of Zhapten to His

Majesty the King and Tashi Moenlam.

W‘i’?“”&'

(Wangchuk Namgyel)

Speaker
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