	Draft as on 1st October
	2013



English Translation of the speech delivered by Hon Speaker during the concluding session of the 1st Session of Second Parliament 
(1st October, 2013) 
1. I on behalf of the Members of the Parliament and on my own behalf would like to extend our heartfelt welcome to His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo to the auspicious occasion of concluding ceremony of the 1st Session of the Second Parliament. 
2. We would also like to extend warm welcome to Her Majesty Gyaltshuen, Members of the Royal Family, Dratsang, Senior Government Officials, International Dignitaries, development partners and rest of the guests to this occasion. 
3. According to the  provision of Constitution of Bhutan and National Assembly Act, ten Standing Committees were instituted in the National Assembly during this session 

to facilitate the proceedings and functions of the Parliament. It is crucial that the Committees in accordance to their mandates and scope of their work update the Acts, rules and regulations in pursuant to the provision of Constitution in the interest of country and people. 
4. It is hoped that the Committees will perform extensive and comprehensive review of the National Assembly Act, 2008, National Council Act, 2008, Local Government Act, 2009 and Right to Information Bill and report during the impending winter session as resolved in this session.  
5. This session deliberated the Annual Anti Corruption Report, Annual Audit Report 2012, and National Budget for the year 2013-2014 and Supplementary budget for the year 2012-2103. The House also endorsed 11th Five Year Plan. 
Similarly, the House also endorsed Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreement between India and Bhutan and Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) Convention. The House also deliberated on the 11 recommendations of the National Council on the Budget Appropriation Bill for the year 2013-2014.   
Moreover, within short span of time after granting opportunity to take the reins of government we have been able to present Annual Report on the State of the Nation, including legislative plans and the annual plans and priorities of the government by the Prime Minister as provided in the Constitution. The report was mainly focused on the State of the Nation, developmental changes and its achievements followed by the plans and priorities of the government. It was based on the triple gem of the Druk-Gi-Tsa Wa Sum, Firstly, to pay tribute to the institution of Wangchuck dynasty, Secondly the security of the Nation and thirdly empowering the people.  Therefore, on behalf of the House and on my own behalf would like to express our appreciation to Hon Prime Minister for his erudite report. 
Although, not much of time has lapsed since the present government was formed, it has been able to present the report which is attributable to the efficient and capable civil service. Therefore, the House would like to express our appreciation to all the civil servants. 
6. During the deliberation in the House, I as the Speaker have strived to provide equal opportunity to all the Members to make your submissions. The Members also demonstrated positive example by engaging in constructive debate giving priority to the ultimate interest of the country and people over their personal interest in line with the rules and procedures of the House in the spirit of strong checks and balances. To this I would like to express my appreciation to the Members and would like to apologize to the Members for having to intervene sometimes as unavoidable aspect of responsibility as the Speaker. 
7.  We have all assumed the responsibility as the representatives of the people with the pledge to serve the people. Therefore, it is imperative for all of us to disseminate the resolutions of the House to the people without leaving it in the pages of the resolution book. It is also crucial to works towards meeting the promises and realize the development activities in the respective constituencies in close cooperation and collaboration with the Local Government leaders. 
8. The people of Bhutan in general and the Parliament in particular would like to extend our gratitude to people and Government of India for their unflinching support of Nu. 54 billion towards the realization of our 11th Five Year Plan. 

9. After the conclusion of this First Session, let us all look forward to be able to gather in the august hall at the feet of the golden throne without any problem during the impending winter session of the Parliament. 
10. Therefore, I would like to express my heartfelt and unforgettable appreciation for the successful conclusion of this session which is attributable to the blessings of triple gem, guidance of the His Majesty and support of all the Members. 
11. The First Session of the Second Parliament concluded successfully with the blessings of the triple gem, grace of the His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo, Members of the Royal Family and merit of the Bhutanese people. Lastly, I would like to offer prayers for long life and successful endeavors of His Majesty, Members of the Royal Family and propagators of Buddha Dharma. As the First session concludes, we offer our Tashi Moenlam at the feet of the Golden Throne.
Kadinche!
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