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SUMMARY RESOLUTION OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF
THE THIRD PARLIAMENT

Proceedings of the Opening Ceremony

The Seventh Session of the Third Parliament of Bhutan commenced

on the 3" day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 2 June 2022. His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo was
received with the traditional Chibdrel Ceremony to the Joint Sitting
and the Opening Session commenced with the Zhugdrel-phunsum

Tshog-pai Ten-drel.

In the Opening Address, the Speaker, on behalf of the members
of Parliament and on his own behalf, welcomed and expressed
deepest gratitude to His Majesty the King for gracing the Opening

Ceremony of Parliament.

The Speaker expressed that His Majesty has been continually
traveling across the country undertaking several benevolent deeds
of kidus for the people, for which the people are so grateful for the

king’s benevolence and hold it dear to their hearts.

Subsequently, he informed on the legislative business before the
Parliament for the seventh Session and the opening ceremony was

concluded.

National Budget Report for Financial Year 2022-2023

On the 7™ Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,

corresponding to 6 June 2022, the Finance Minister presented the

1



¥ A FFpenganREnaRsaagauRatgRags
E«'iﬁ’qgﬁ’qg«]

A RgTaga AR Y ass e

A R Fa I anguay  qgadgiydy
o NAFN 4 YRS 5&1’ q043 § ¢ NREV g @ HRRSWRR
ng‘?qﬁ%&és’q' ﬁg‘qgﬂ«'ﬁn}' Q@ﬂ'[k\l'{]‘ll'@ﬁ'ﬁ&'&fﬂ"k\lﬂaﬂéﬁ'
3&'31:'1:&\1' qﬁn§q«’qqx&‘

AU FMalgdar ARRRasa s RN EaE g'?;fn]m'
RGN FFRAVAER{AGR QAR NTRANT FFyagaEr
%.o\\‘l; g.gq.‘m.a.é’;N.mN. ‘éq.q.‘iq.‘N.il’q‘\.q%.q.ﬁ;. qn.[q.gq.iq.[q.g;.
qusAmx AR=ada s aguRdcaey gaaag e %ﬁgﬂ'
Taeias gEREfugeany Rapgad Yrmgvardiand
?ﬁg{nm‘&:&n«%q' qq:’%’ﬁ'@ qqq'gq'ﬁﬂq'&fx@'@'nggm'&1[

ﬁmk\r g&fn}m@'&éﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁamgq gﬂ"N'ﬁRN'Qﬁﬁ'ﬂa' %‘nw@an%
5= muRENTEREREd giRassRess Haqd qdmsay
iy Rexy yEgEeRquy FNagaagnsdy
aﬁm@'aéﬁ'iarq%' N%n]'ng'qa\rﬁq

BNE 404445 JTgaBTREAYIargRinEs|

MaA A FHAY « NREN 5 QRN FEV (004053 Y
ﬁ@u%«'g’qﬁaw BNW 2022-203% T @m'tfl:m'aasx'ﬁgm'ﬁg'

J



National Budget Report for the Financial Year (FY) 2022-2023 and
its appropriation along with the Supplementary Appropriation Bill
for the FY 2021-2022.

The theme for FY 2022-2023 was ‘“Accelerating Economic
Recovery through strategic investments in the areas of food self-
sufficiency, human capital development, sustainable infrastructure

development, and improved social security.”

The Finance Minister also mentioned that the current National
Budget Report presents the economic overview, broad fiscal
policies, budget policy and fiscal framework statement, budget
allocation for the FY 2022-2023, public debt situation, fiscal risks
and update on the financial position of the public sector institutions
and investment. Similarly, it also includes economic recovery

measures and transformation initiatives.

The Finance Minister presented that the total resource was
estimated at Nu. 51,925.754 million, of which domestic revenue
was estimated at Nu. 36,368.270 million for FY 2022-2023.
Similarly, the total expenditure for FY 2022-2023 was estimated
at Nu. 74,807.887 million Which constitutes recurrent expenditure
of Nu. 36,340.942 million and Nu.38,466.945 million for capital

expenditure.

The fiscal deficit for FY 2022-2023 is estimated at Nu. 22,882.133

million, which is 11.25 percent of the GDP. The Finance Minister
2
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also stated the budget priority areas for FY 2022-2023. He also
reported the performance status of state owned enterprises, the

DHI owned companies, NPPF, and FDI.

Spending priorities for FY 2022-2023 included quality education,
public healthcare, agriculture and food security, human capital
development and skilling, sustainable infrastructure development,

and local government.

The Finance Minister presented that based on the resources and
the priorities of the Government, a total budget allocation of
Nu.81,827.311 million was submitted to the House as a Budget
Appropriation Bill for FY 2022-23 for approval. The Budget
Appropriation Bill includes Nu. 36,340.942 million for current
expenditure, Nu. 38,466.945 million for capital expenditure,
Nu.5,740.524 million for principal repayment, and Nu. 1,278.900
million for on-lending. Similarly, the Finance Minister reported
the performance status of the State Owned Enterprises under the

Ministry of Finance which included DHI, NPPF and FDI.

Supplementary Budget Appropriation Bill for FY 2021-2022

The resource position for the FY 2021-2022 had been revised to Nu.
60,288.165 million from the approved budget of Nu.56,765.582
million and the increase in the revised budget was mainly attributed

to the increase in external grants. The total budget excluding

3
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lending and repayments had been revised from Nu.73,919.335
million to Nu.77,786.268 million.

The revision was about 5.2 percent mainly on account of an
increase in capital expenditure. With the revision, the fiscal deficit
was estimated at 9.3 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

amounting to Nu.17,498.103 million.

The House acknowledged the Finance Minister for presenting the
detailed budget allocation for the FY 2022-2023 on behalf of the
Government. In accordance with the procedures of the House, the
Bills tabled were referred to the Economic and Finance Committee
and the Speaker directed the Committee to thoroughly review
the Bills and present its review report during the third reading
scheduled on 15 June 2022. With this, the sitting was adjourned for

the day.

Review report of the Economic and Finance Committee on the

National Budget Report for FY 2022-2023

The Chairperson of the Economic and Finance Committee (EFC)
presented the Committee’s Review Report on the National Budget

for FY 2022-2023 to the House.
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The Chairperson submitted that the Committee while reviewing
the National Budget Report for FY 2022-2023 focused on health,
education, food security, local economy, and job creation with the
intention of economic revival through strengthening of private
sectors. Based on the Committee’s observations, the Chairperson

presented the following recommendations.

1. Department of Information Technology and Telecom (DITT)
to be made the nodal agency to coordinate, facilitate, pool,
and appoint IT professionals to different agencies with the
objective to achieve the collective mandate of the digital

governance and transformation;

2. Government to further ease the COVID restrictions to
increase the inflow of tourists and foreign workers in the

country;

3. Ministry of Economic Affairs and Ministry of Agriculture
and Forest to coordinate effectively to enhance exports,
specifically, the agriculture produces, and jointly device a
crystal clear plan for import substitution for both essential

and non-essential items;

4.  Executive to provide budgets targeted for the second
phase GSB, removing the performance-based condition;

Gross National Happiness Commission and Ministry of

5
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Work and Human Settlement (MoWHS) to collectively
frame a comprehensive guideline for the future farm road
constructions and GSB surfacing based on gradient, weather
and other conditions and circulate to all the members before

the session; and

5. Ministry of Finance and the relevant agencies to submit
the action taken report on the resolutions passed based on

recommendations submitted by the Committee to Parliament.

The Chairperson also submitted that the Committee acknowledges
that the Budget for the Financial Year as proposed by the
Government is well justified as it would ensure macro-economic
stability, smooth transition, and revival of economic growth and

submitted the following for endorsement by the House:

1. The Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2022-2023
amounting to Nu. 81,827.311 million, which includes the
current budget of Nu.36, 340.942 million, and the capital
budget of Nu.45, 486.369 million.

2. The Supplementary Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY
2021-2022 amounting to Nu.3, 866.933 million.

Subsequently, after intensive deliberation the House endorsed the

recommendations through a majority show of hands. The House
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also directed the Ministry of Finance to spearhead with the relevant
agencies and submit a resolution implementation report on the

resolutions of the past Sessions and concluded the deliberation.

Continuation of deliberation on the review report on National

Budget Report for FY 2022-2023

On the 17" Day of the 4th Month of the Water Male Tiger
year, corresponding to 16 June 2022, the House continued the
deliberation on the Economic and Finance Committee’s Review
Report on the National Budget for the Financial Year 2022-2023.
The Economic and Finance Committee submitted an additional
recommendation recommending the Government to take up the
prevailing high-interest rate and collateral valuation issues with
the Royal Monetary Authority (RMA) to facilitate private sector
borrowings and boost the economy. After extensive deliberation,

the motion was endorsed by show of hands.

During the course of the deliberation, the need for clear guidelines
on the utilization of the General Reserve was expressed. The
House also expressed the need for equity-based budget allocation
so that primary sectors like agriculture get the required budget in

the interest of food security and self-reliance.
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The Minister for Finance submitted that the Ministry had worked
on the guideline for usage of the General Reserve Fund. On this,
the Speaker directed the Ministry to circulate the guideline to all

the members before the end of the session for information.

After an intensive deliberation, the House unanimously endorsed
by show of hands the Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2022-
2023 amounting to Nu. 81,827.311million.

The House also endorsed the Supplementary Budget Appropriation
Bill 2021-2022 amounting to the supplementary appropriation of
Nu.3,866.933 million unanimously through show of hands. The
final voting on the Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2022-
2023 and Supplementary Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY
2021-2022 would be held on 17 June 2022 as per due legislative

procedure and the sitting was adjourned.

Adoption of the Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2022-
2023

On the 18" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger year,
corresponding to 17 June 2022 the member in-charge of the Bill,
the Minister for Finance in his motion for adoption submitted that
the Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2022-2023 was referred

to the Economic and Finance Committee after introduction in the
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House by the Government. He added that the House thoroughly
deliberated on the review report of the Committee and urged the
House to support the endorsement of the annual budget amounting

to Nu. 81,827.311 million.

While ascertaining support on the Budget Appropriation Bill for
the FY 2022-2023, the House adopted the Budget Appropriation
Bill for the FY 2022-2023 with the unanimous support of all 42

members present and voting.

Adoption of the Supplementary Budget Appropriation Bill for
FY 2021-2022

The member in-charge of the Bill, the Minister for Finance
in his motion for adoption submitted that the Supplementary
Budget Appropriation Bill for the FY 2021-2022 was referred to
the Economic and Finance Committee after introduction in the
House by the Government. He added that the House thoroughly
deliberated on the review report of the Committee and urged the
House to support the endorsement of the annual budget amounting

to Nu. 3,866.933 million.

While ascertaining support on the Budget Appropriation Bill for
the FY 2022-2023, the House adopted the Budget Appropriation
Bill for the FY 2022-2023 with the unanimous support of all 43
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3.1

members present and voting. The Speaker declared the Bills as

Money Bills and would be presented to the National Council.

Introduction and adoption of Bills

Rules of Procedure (Amendment) of the National Assembly of
Bhutan 2022

On the 4™ Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 3 June 2022 the Chairperson of the House
Committee, the member from Dewathang-Gomdar constituency

presented the review report of the Rules of Procedure (Amendment)

of the National Assembly of Bhutan 2022.

In the review report, while deliberating on the new section after
section 75 of the procedure under the Chapter titled Motions
regarding the admissibility criteria of motion, some members
opined that setting criteria for Motion may hinder the mode of
moving Motions in the future, however, some members submitted
that the section is an inevitable provision and hence proposed to
retain the provision as recommended by the Committee. After
intensive deliberation, while ascertaining support on the motion to
repeal the 14 provisions under admissibility criteria of motion, the
provisions were to retain as proposed by the Committee as it could

not acquire simple majority support through show of hands.

10
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3.2

Likewise, while reporting on the new annexure being incorporated
for the procedure of electing the Chairperson and the Deputy
Chairperson of the Committees under section 320 of the Procedure,

the recommendation was endorsed by the House.

While ascertaining support on the Rules of Procedure (Amendment)
of the National Assembly of Bhutan 2022 it was adopted with two
third majority support of 34 “Yes” votes, 1 “No”, and 3 “Abstain”

out of 38 members present and voting.

First and Second Reading of Fiscal Incentives (Amendment)

Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 9" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 8 June 2022 the member in-Charge of the Bill,
the Finance Minister moved the motion for the first and second
reading of the Fiscal Incentives (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan
2022. The House following the deliberation referred the Bill to the
Legislative Committee for review and directed the Committee to

present its review report for the third reading on 17 June 2022.

11
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Third Reading of the Fiscal Incentives (Amendment) Bill of
Bhutan 2022

On the 18" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 17 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Legislative
Committee, member from Bongo-Chapcha constituency submitted
the Committee’sreview reporton the Fiscal Incentives (Amendment)
Bill of Bhutan 2022 for the third reading. She submitted that the
manufacturing sector who earn their own convertible currency
through export were eligible for full sales tax and customs duty
exemption and those units which do not earn convertible currency
were applied custom duty on the import of raw materials. She
added that the Foreign Exchange Rules and Regulations adopted
by the Royal Monetary Authority had no precondition of earning

convertible currency to avail exemption of taxes.

The Chairperson submitted that the Government in order to
give exemption on sales tax and customs duty to manufacturing
sector has given a concession of 3 percent. However, before the
rules on the Fiscal Incentives Act of Bhutan 2021 is enacted, the
Foreign Exchange Rules and Regulations are revised in which the
exemption on sales tax and customs duty is rendered irrespective
of whether the manufacturing sector earns convertible currency
through export or not. Hence the concession of 3 percent to those

manufacturing sectors who do not earn convertible current is not

12
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applicable due to which the Government has proposed to repeal
section 56.1 of the Fiscal Incentives Act of Bhutan 2021. She added
that the Committee accepts the Bill as proposed by the Government

and urged the House to support the same.

While ascertaining support on the Bill through show of hands, the
House unanimously supported the Bill and the House concluded
the deliberation on the Bill after resolving to vote on the Bill on

20.06.2022 as per the due legislative procedure.

Adoption of Fiscal Incentives (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan
2022

On the 22™ Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 20 June 2022 the member In-Charge of the
Bill, the Finance Minister submitted that only one section was
proposed for amendment and would need for such amendment in
the future depending on the changing time and economic situation
of the country. Moreover, the Minister submitted that the Bill was
expected to strengthen and develop private sectors. And as it was
deliberated extensively in the House, the Minister urged for the

support of the House in adopting the Bill.

While ascertaining the support of the House on the Bill, the Bill

was adopted with the unanimous support of all 44 Members present

13
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and voting. The Bill was declared as Money Bill and it shall be

presented to the National Council.

First and Second Reading of the Goods and Services Tax

(Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 9" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 8 June 2022 the member in-Charge of the Bill, the
Finance Minister moved the motion for the first and second reading
of the Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2022.
The House following the deliberation referred the Bill to the
Legislative Committee for review and directed the Committee to
present its review report to the House for the third reading on 17

June 2022.

Third Reading of the Goods and Services Tax (Amendment)
Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 18" Day of the 4th Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 17 June 2022 during the third reading on the
Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2022, the
Chairperson of the Legislative Committee, member from Bongo-
Chapcha constituency presented the Committee’s recommendation.
She stated that the Committee has undertaken consultative meetings
with the Ministry of Finance and the officials from department of

trade or customs. She added that as the enforcement of the taxation

14
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system is from 1 July 2022 as per the Act, the Government also has

the integrated taxation system in place.

The Chairperson stated that, although the taxation system is in place,
certain important parts for the taxation system is yet to complete
and to avoid lapses in the income through taxes, she informed the
House that the Committee recommends to further defer the Bill’s
implementation date although the Government proposed to defer

till 1 July 2024.

While ascertaining support on the motion moved in the House
which reads “Comes into force when the goods and services tax
system is ready and from the day the Parliament approves for
enforcement” the House unanimously endorsed the motion through
show of hands. The Speaker informed the House that the Bill will
be put to vote on 20 June 2022 as per the due legislative procedure

and the deliberation on the Bill concluded.

Adoption of the Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of
Bhutan 2022

On the 22™ Day of the 4th Month of the Water Male Tiger year,
corresponding to 20 June 2022 the member in-Charge of the
Bill, the Finance Minister submitted that the transformation in

the goods and services tax system was imperative for the nation.
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However, as there was some issue with the system development,
he urged the House for the deferment of its implementation and

sought the House’s support.

While ascertaining support on the Bill, the House adopted the
Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2022 with the
majority support of 38 “Yes” votes, 2 “No” votes, 1 “Abstaining”
out of 41 members present and voting. No member opted to raise

the dissenting opinion and the deliberation was concluded.

Third reading of the Forest and Nature Conservation Bill of

Bhutan 2021

On the 11" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 10 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Environment
and Climate Change Committee, member from Draagteng-Langthil
constituency presented the Committee’s review report for the third
reading on the Forest and Nature Conservation Bill of Bhutan 2021.
He stated that the Committee met with 10 relevant stakeholders
within Thimphu and met with the Dzongkhag Administrations,
Community Forests, regional offices, Local Government
leaders, members of the community forests, management of the
industries, dredgers, and management of the mining industries of 7

Dzongkhags.
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He added that the Bill tabled contains provisions regarding water
and waste management, wood based industries, and the human-
wildlife conflict management, which were not captured in the

Forest and Nature Conservation Act of Bhutan 1995.

The House deliberated thoroughly on the provisions of the Bills
and concluded the deliberation on the Bill. (On the 25" Day of the 4

Month of the Water Male Tiger Year, corresponding to 23 June 2022)

Adoption of the Forest and Nature Conservation Bill of Bhutan

2021

On the 26" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 24 June 2022 the member in-charge of the Bill,
the Minister for Agriculture and Forests moved the motion for the
adoption of the Forest and Nature Conservation Bill of Bhutan
2021 as per the due legislative procedure. While ascertaining
support on the Bill, it was adopted with the majority support of 38
“Yes” votes, 2 “No”, and 2 Abstaining out of 42 members present

and voting.

Subsequently in the dissenting opinion, the member from Khar-
Yurung constituency stated that she could not support the Bill as
the Bill was adopted with a provision allowing the land owners

to lay traps and snares as a measure to manage human-wildlife

17



ﬁ'&'&ﬁ' qgn]'t?]'qn]m'ém'ﬁf\'xﬁnaqg&’gq@'nsqﬁaw Jppu 3§
aﬁ'qf:'a\ﬁ'na' SCED) ﬁaxq’ &\ Sﬂ”%ﬂ”ngg: %TW' :EV;'
mwn%qn&‘iéqm:@ﬁ:‘ %‘ﬁ:‘ %‘5q«’&&m'6§'qx'§' JR=ar
m’&’qm’na’{q'éqéq'gwm ﬁ'ik\@' 333'&14]'@'6%:' a‘rﬁi'&’ﬁ'ua'

Juer Fagready §u5ATaRY §7EARRSAATT T
?ﬁk\r@' N%N'éq’ﬁ’qq:@‘ gq’ﬁ:«qg&uaﬂ]ﬁﬂﬁmwgﬂ'ﬂg‘ﬂﬁ:‘
q

AT TN RESATGIYTRITR] q0qy SAREAE|
MaA TGN « NREV g QRA FA 2002 F ¢ WABWV
e @ RERRTaaEaw AFaRRaNEUEFRN RuasIR
B QIR ARA agﬂ'u“]'qnwéwﬁ:' x:n%qgawgcﬁgﬁ@iq'
q047 SFE aq“ﬁ’n]'n]q:'ﬁ?ﬁua' ?ﬁw'ﬁ’qgwﬂnaq’ﬁ' &fqm'm:'ﬁ\]m'
ﬁgﬁ'&lq'q%@ ?afn]m'ﬁau;&vww gm’é&'&’ﬁ'&ﬁ' gq‘qu’éqmm'
q%qmwﬁ' gﬁ'ﬂ@ﬂ;‘ﬁ]wgm' qgm'gl'&l’z:f:\migwm' og FRmas
AGNR" 44 am'@q%fq&’ﬁwﬁ: AGNA" a&l'aﬁawn@qz\r 2
@\1’64':1@:1’%’ é.fﬂwagq'nﬁ:@' ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂ%‘ SS'QEI!"'&Iéﬁ'ﬂHR'&I‘

AR Qs amxmyIsRAsNER TRga AT gRiRgArar
gl mrsdaaaasgigs sunlqady g g
N qERRFRRws RyRlags RymaRsarsy s AEay
&ﬁwqgrm@q' El:lk\lmari’r&’x'n“g’q'%&lqﬂ' 94'@'13\1«\1' %R':ln]mﬁ'
q«ﬁ%’ﬂu’ﬁ’nﬁ’nﬁwmw @n'\a&'@mwéqwua' @'ﬂ'@m’qa'ﬁm'

99



35

conflict. The deliberation was concluded after Speaker declared

that the Bill will now be presented to the National Council.

First and second readings of the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan

2022

On the 22" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger year,
corresponding to 20 June 2022, the member In-Charge of the Bill,
Minister of Finance moved the motion for the first and second
reading of the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan 2022. After the
introduction of the Bill by the Minister, the House unanimously
through show of hands granted leave for the introduction and

deliberation on the Bill.

During the second reading, while presenting the principle and
statement of objects and reasons of the Bill, the Minister submitted
that the transformation under the Government initiated from 2020,
however, following the pandemic the Government based on the
present and long term benefits and as an initiative of transformation,
the Bill was presented to increase the sustainable development fee

paid by a tourist from US$ 65 to US$ 200.

The Minister stated that the tourism policy initiated in 1991 with
the Minimum Daily Package Rate (MDPR) at US$ 250 in which it

also included the US$ 65 of sustainable development fee, had not
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been revised for almost 30 years. And now with the change of time,
the sustainable development fee was proposed to be increased to
USS$ 200, the tourists need not pay the MDPR. However, this shall
not apply to a tourist who had paid or confirmed the travel on or
before 20 June 2022, he added. The minister submitted that the
tourism levy proposed in the Bill was not intended to levy higher
tax but tabled with the hope and aspiration that it would benefit the

economy in the long run and urged the House to support the Bill.

The House following the deliberation referred the Bill to the
Economic and Finance Committee for review, and directed the
Committee to submit a review report thereof for the Third Reading

and concluded the deliberation.

Third Reading of the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 25" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to the 23 June 2022 the Chairperson of the
Economic and Finance Committee, member from Gangzur-Minjey
constituency presented the review report of the Committee during
the third reading of the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan 2022. The
Chairperson stated that while reviewing the Bill, the Committee
consulted the relevant institutions and agencies, and after thorough
review by the Committee, except for section 6 under Chapter 1 the

Committee proposed to accept the rest of the provisions of the Bill.
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While deliberating on the Bill, the House opined different views on
sections 6 and 7 of the Bill. However, while ascertaining support on
the Committee’s recommendation on section 6, only 13 members
out of 45 raised their hands in favor, thus the section was resolved

to retain as per the draft Bill.

Likewise, few members proposed amendment to section 7 of the
Bill as “A tourist shall be liable to pay a tourism levy known as
the Sustainable Development Fee of USD 200 per night” and the
continuing phrase in the section “...which may be revised by the
Competent Authority from time to time” is proposed for deletion
with the reasoning that such revision should only be done by
Parliament. However, the House could not adopt the amendment

as it did not acquire the required majority support from the House.

After accepting the provisions of the 5 chapters of the Bill by the
House, the Speaker concluded the deliberation by informing that
the Bill will be put to vote on 24 June 2022 as per the due legislative

procedure.

Adoption of the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 26™ Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to the 24 June 2022 the Minister for Finance, a

member in-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the adoption
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3.6

of the Bill. While ascertaining support on the Bill, it was adopted
with the majority support of 36 “Yes” votes, 3 “No”, 3 members
abstained out of 42 members present and voting. The Bill was
declared as Money Bill and it will be presented to the National

Council.

United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised
Crime (UNTOC) and The Protocol To Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Person, Especially Women and Children
(TIP Protocol)

On the 8" Day of the 4™ Month of Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 7 June 2022 the member in-charge of the Bill,
the Minister for Home and Culture Affairs introduced the United
Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime
(UNTOC) and The Protocol To Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Person, Especially Women and Children (TIP
Protocol) in its first reading. Consequently, the House unanimously
through show of hands supported the introduction and deliberation

on the Convention and the Protocol.

Accordingly, in his motion of second reading, the Minister informed
the House that the UNTOC was adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in the year 2000 and till date, 190 states had

ratified the Convention.
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The Minister added that the Convention has 41 articles and out of 3
subsidiary protocols, the current protocol proposed for ratification
is the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in

Persons, especially Women and Children (TIP protocol).

The Minister submitted that the purpose of the Convention is to
promote cooperation among state parties in preventing and fighting

transnational organized crime in a more effective way.

The Minister submitted that the special characteristics of the
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and Children (TIP protocol) was that it was the
first global legally binding instrument with an agreed definition
on trafficking in persons and till date, 178 states had ratified the
Protocol. The Minister supplemented that, the Protocol had 20
articles and the main intention behind the ratification of the Protocol
was to facilitate convergence in national approaches with regard
to the establishment and implementation of domestic criminal

offenses.

He also stated that there were two reservation clauses proposed in
the Convention and that the provisions of the Convention allow a

member state to place reservations while ratifying the same.

The Minister stated that the two reservations were on articles

16.5(a) and 35.3 in the Convention and article 15.3 in the Protocol.
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He added that after becoming a member state, there are opportunities
to attend the conference and to voluntarily donate funds and
moreover, the Minister said that the member states would have the
responsibility to amend or enact certain domestic laws. With that
the Minister urged the House to support and ratify the Convention

and the Protocol thereto.

Subsequently, the House referred the Convention and the Protocol
to the Human Right and Foreign Relations Committee to review
and directed the Committee to present its review report to the

House. With this the sitting for the day was adjourned.

Third reading on the UNTOC and TIP Protocol

On the 10" Day of the 4™ Month of Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 9 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Human
Rights and Foreign Relations Committee, member from Kengkhar-
Weringla constituency presented the review report of the UNTOC
and TIP Protocol.

The Chairperson urged the House to support the proposed
reservation on paragraph 5(a) of article 16 and paragraph 3 of
article 35 in the Convention and paragraph 3 of article 15 in the
Protocol which was submitted by the Government and proposed
for endorsement from the Committee upon vetting its advantages
to the country.
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Subsequently, during the deliberation on the articles of the
Convention the House through show of hands endorsed the
reservation on the paragraph 5 (a) of article 16 in the Convention and
since paragraph 3 of article 35 of the Convention and paragraph 3 of
article 15 of the Protocol are same in principle, while deliberating
on the two reservations together, the House through show of hands

endorsed the reservations as proposed.

Following the deliberations, the House through show of hands
rendered support to ratify the Convention in its entirety and,
following the deliberation on the articles of the Protocol the
House also rendered support to ratify the Protocol in its entirety
through show of Hands. The Speaker reminded the House that the
Convention and the Protocol will be put to vote on 10.06.2022 as

per the due legislative procedure and concluded the deliberation.

Adoption of the UNTOC and TIP Protocol

On the 11" Day of the 4" Month of Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 10" June 2022 the member in-charge of the Bill,
the Minister for Home and Cultural Affairs moved the motion for
the adoption of the UNTOC and TIP Protocol. Accordingly, while
ascertaining support for the Convention and the Protocol, it was
adopted with unanimous support of all 45 members present and

voting.
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Follow-up report of the resolutions on the Annual Anti-

Corruption Commission Report 2020-2021

On the 25" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 23 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Good
Governance Committee, member from Khatoe-Laya constituency
submitted that while presenting the review report of the Committee
on the Annual Anti-Corruption Commission Report 2020-2021 and
the recommendations on it in the 6th Session, the House directed to
further review on 3 recommendations and report to the House. Out
of 3, the Chairperson of the Legislative Committee will present the
review report regarding Judiciary and the Prime Minister on the

restitution.

He added that although the Good Governance Committee was
directed to review and report regarding the recommendation
on providing Anti-Corruption Commission with the required
manpower, since the Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan
is under review of the Joint Committee which also has a provision
regarding human resource, the Committee will submit its findings
if required during the joint sitting to avoid duplication in the
resolution of the House by presenting the review report before the

joint sitting.
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Regarding the establishment of a designated and separate bench for
corruption cases in order to expedite the resolution of corruption
cases, the Chairperson of the Legislative Committee, submitted the
response from the Judiciary. As per the response, most corruption
related cases have completed trial and few pending cases are due to
lack of evidence and proper record and that the pending case is not
due to enormous number of corruption cases. The response stated
that, there is no need to establish a separate bench since there is
only 31 cases as of now before 37 benches and the pending cases

will be completing its trial at the earliest.

On the restitution of the outstanding amount, the Finance Minister
on behalf of the Prime Minister submitted an amount of Nu. 121.3
million were restituted in 2021-2022 and a balance of Nu. 291
million as of 1st June 2022 remain to be recovered out of Nu. 412.3
million. The Opposition Leader applauded the amount restituted
by the Government, however, he submitted that year based amount
of restitution in tabular format must be tabled before the House for
clarity. The House resolved that the Ministry of Finance tabled the

report as recommended by the Opposition Leader.
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Summary of the follow up report on the construction of the

South-East-West Highways

The Minister for Works and Human Settlement reported that the
Langchenphu Gewog, Serthi, and Lauri Gewog stretch under
Lhamoidzingkha Dungkhag of Samdrup Jongkhar Dzongkhag
is completed and the construction of the Dewathang-Nganglam
stretch is undergoing feasibility study and preparation of a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) as it is an integral part before initiating any
project and it will be starting soon. He also reported that the 50 kms

highway has been completed between Gelephu and Tarathang.

He added that the road in the North is expected to complete by
June 2023. The Ura-Phromshingla stretch is nearing its completion
and he Thrumshingla-Yongkorla stretch via Sengor will take some
more time as it has been awarded to the contractor lately. For the
rest, some are undergoing final financial calculations, while some
have completed even before deadline. He reported to the House

that the constructions will be completed soon.

27



qqaﬁ?ﬁn& @'ﬂ'gm'q“ﬁ‘ngal'g' gﬂm'mﬁ'ﬁ]«' rﬁm%«gqmq@w
R RRFRIY s;;q'@'q%' = &?g’qm'ng'&q'anﬁ'%qmmw ;R
5 ?{qm'ﬁzw N%ﬂ'“'“g’“a'ﬁg'QHﬁ' ‘“’ﬂa"’ﬂﬁ“'ﬁ?ﬁ"’a’ ”ﬁﬁ'@q'
18=Y $5 R “Tﬁqﬁ“m%ﬂ'qﬁ'%‘:&l
&fn]m'ﬁmgn]ﬂaﬂﬂ«@' ?g"qx'am]@mﬂ'q“s‘gq'& ij’\’qm«'
R FEyR=ay ByqeRiEs

MENAFEYNAY o« N gy gﬁl’ 2083 § G NABN 24
%. quP’;’E‘.a’qvi”.aN' A\Q)lq'@'%m'a'qu QNN'ERN'E;TQQT ‘g.g\]’avgqv
NXYRRMA RN QRBFYAFRRA AN<Dy agRFR Ay
T axal [NUETFARNAFR AR UNTANIRGF Y Sy
gymx SFRqANNAFAFETN A QA AZANNATHT A
am@:m@:rﬁ' m’%q‘gfa’ﬁﬁ]’wmq%n& ?ﬁk\l'ﬂgqﬁf;’ frasRgRar
WNREy §Y ANRIUTEINAYE] DPR RN SFSRRR
&Tﬁ'aﬁﬁ' as]m'&?g’qw'q?ﬁ'ngm'% mN'aasx'&Tﬁ'na'mR' ﬁi&' ﬁn\]'
A Frerasgg SR s3Rarmieray faffox
4o %'%n]' rﬁn]m'21’54'§]'ﬂﬁéﬁ;’ﬁ'&’ﬁna‘gq@'@m&‘

gxmg A &'%”T”%'%ET%“EW'Q% g;ﬁ qoig B o
EFERTAAYT X AN YRAGUFFTUNRE U JEA]
qg'&ﬁﬂ%‘&’ﬁn&'&ﬁ' @awfﬁz:mmw Rll:%’ﬁ' qgﬁ'ﬁ' Gaariar
ggBaaaly ATy ERY grugTRR Al AT gyy
Rada AfRFRARIR qEgy wddy INGNHENR YRR

24



Motion

Resolution on a Motion for increasing the price of goods and

services (Inflation)

On the 26™ Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 24 June 2022 the member from Khengkar-
Weringla constituency presenting his Motion reported to the
House that although the export rate was low, the country has been
achieving self-sufficiency due to low import in the Past. However,
now when the domestic production is low, the price of imported
goods and commodities had increased. Furthermore, the country
had been facing challenges to develop its economy due to the
Pandemic, which had aggravated the situation by an exorbitant

increase in the price of goods and commodities.

The Motion was moved to address the issue by the government to
form a special committee or Multi-sectorial task force and submit

the report to the House.

During the deliberation on the Motion, the Prime Minister and
some Ministers expressed that, the increased price of goods and
commodities across the globe is as a result of the pandemic which
led to rise in prices of edibles, gas, and agricultural products.
Moreover, the ongoing war between the two countries has led to
the rise in the prices.
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They submitted that, the recommendation of the Motion is to
establish a multi-sectoral Committee to review the issue, which the
Committee already exist and is chaired by one of the Government
Secretaries. They submitted that, if the House doesn’t value the
existing Committee, urged the House to come up with a separate
Committee. They informed the House that to address the issue, we
must focus on export and reduce the rate of import followed by

change in eating habits and lifestyle of the individuals.

Some members opined that, if the recommendation is passed, a
clear report can be presented listing the goods and commodities
that can be exported, at the same time the goods and commodities
that can be controlled for import. They added that the report of the
Committee can supplement to the 21st Century economic road map

and expressed their support on the Motion.

The House while ascertaining the support on the recommendation
of the Motion, 21 members voted “No”, 14 members voted “Yes”,
and 6 members abstained out of 41 members present and voting,
and therefore, the Motion was defeated as it could not obtain the

majority support of the House.
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7.1

Re-deliberation on the Annual Budget Report for FY 2022-
2023 and the Bills

Re-deliberation on the Budget Appropriation Bill for FY 2022-
2023

On the 29" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 27 June on the clause 4.10.7 under the road sector,
the National Council recommended the “Government to allocate
adequate budget for Jyenkhana to Sangbaykha, Haa- Samtse SNH
as this is a spill over activity which will be executed by Thimphu
DOR region. On that, the member from Sangbaykha Constituency
clarified that the Government has been allocating an adequate
budget every year considering the importance of the SNH. While
ascertaining the support of the House through show of hands, the

recommendation could not obtain the support of the House.

National Budget Report 2022-2023 clause 7.6: Hydropower

Recommendation 1: The National Council recommended the
Royal Government to expedite decision on the problems faced
by the Punatsangchu I Hydroelectric Project and Kholongchu
project to avoid any further delays and cost escalation so that the
hydropower projects can benefit the people and the nation. The

recommendation was passed through a majority show of hands.
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Recommendation 2: The recommendation was about the
commencement of the Sunkosh Hydropower Project. The delay
in the commencement of the project has caused a major impact
on the development infrastructure like roads, bridges etc. Against
this backdrop, the National Council recommended the Government
to provide a definitive timeline for the commencement of the
project so that the people can benefit from planned infrastructure
development. The Minister of Economic Affairs clarified that
although the Sunkosh Hydropower Project is required, it cannot
be initiated any sooner as various sources of energy are coming
up in the world and investing huge amount in hydropoer not only
has impact on the environment but also may face difficulty in
exporting the energy. He added that the project is estimated to cost
Nu. 200 billion and it is inevitable to carry out a detailed study
before commencing a new project. He informed the House that,
the project may be delayed by 6 years due to which the Dzongkhag
Administration was already directed to inform the general public to

carry on with their plans without waiting for the project.

While ascertaining support on the recommendation through show
of hands, the required majority support of the House could not be

obtained.
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Education related loan

Reiterating the importance of education towards the full
development of the human personality and recognizing the efforts
of parents in availing education loan to support their children’s
education, the National Council recommended the Government
to consider the possibilities of extending the education loan term
upto 15 years (excluding gestation period) in consultation with the
Royal Monetary Authority. On this the Ministers led by Minster
for Finance submitted that while availing loan is convenient for
those who can effort to mortgage collateral, it is difficult for those
without collateral. They submitted that education related loan are
issued upto maximum of 10 years for which they expressed their

support on the recommendation.

While ascertaining support on the recommendation through show
of hands, the recommendation was passed with majority support
and the re-deliberation on the Annual Budget Report 2022-2023

was concluded.
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7.2 Re-deliberation on the Goods and Services Tax (Amendment)

Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 29" Day of the 4" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 27 June 2022 during the re-deliberation on
the Goods Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2022 the
National Council recommended to withdraw the Bill to avoid its
inconsistency to Section 46B of the Public Finance (Amendment)
Act of Bhutan 2012. The National Council also recommended
amending Section 46B of the Public Finance (Amendment) Act
of Bhutan 2012. During the deliberation the Chairperson of the
Legislative Committee, member from Bongo-Chapcha constituency
stated that although the National Council is against the amendments
of the National Assembly on the Bill, the Committee stands resolute
with the Bill passed by the National Assembly and conveyed their

disapproval on the National Council’s recommendation.

While ascertaining support on the National Council’s
recommendation through show of hands, the House rejected the
recommendation as it could not obtain the required majority support.
The House declared that the Bill is deemed passed as adopted by
the National Assembly and the deliberation concluded with the
Speaker informing the House that the Bill will be submitted for the

Royal Assent.
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7.3 Re-deliberation on the Framework Agreement on the

Establishment of International Solar Alliance (ISA)

On the 29" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 27 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Human
Rights and Foreign Relation Committee reported that the
Committee during its review found that the National Council
through their intensive review and deliberation has amended with
improvisation in the translation and no amendments were made
on the actual content of the framework agreement. He urged the
House to incorporate the amendments as received from the National
Council. While ascertaining the support on the National Council’s
amendments, the amendments were passed unanimously by all 42

members present and voting in the House.

7.4 Re-deliberation on the Biodiversity Bill of Bhutan 2021

On the 29" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger
Year, corresponding to 27 June 2022 the Chairperson of the
Environment and Climate Change Committee (ECCC), member
from Draagteng-Langthil constituency submitted that while
reviewing the amendments of the National Council on the Bill,
the Committee found that no major amendments were made and
only major provision was section 11. The National Assembly kept
the composition of Competent National Authority under section

11 open while, the National Council listed the members. He
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7.5

reported that the Committee resolved to accept as amended by the
National Council. The Chairperson urged the House to support the

amendments received from the National Council.

The House through show of hands endorsed the recommendations
of the National Council in general. And while ascertaining the
support on the amendments as per the due legislative procedure,
the amendments were adopted with the majority support of 44
“Yes” votes and 1 Abstaining. The Bill will be submitted for the

Royal Assent.

Re-deliberation on the Tourism Levy Bill of Bhutan 2022

On the 30" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 28 June 2022 the Chairperson of the Economic and
Finance Committee, member from Gangzur-Minjey constituency
reported that the House adopted the Bill and presented to the
National Council as a Money Bill. He reported that the Committee
has reviewed the recommendations received from the National
Council for re-deliberation. He submitted that National Council
has made recommendations on few provisions and alterations of
words without changing the meaning. He added that the National
Council has included three new sections. He submitted that, the
Committee has accepted all the recommendations of the National

Council.
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7.6

Some of the major recommendations were on: section 6 to allow
a tourist who had confirmed the tour under the Tourism Levy Act
of Bhutan 2020 on or before 20th June 2022 to benefit as per the
existing Act, section 7 to repeal the later sentence which delegates
the Competent Authority to revise the Sustainable Development
Fee, and incorporation of a new sub-section after section 10 (5)
under the Roles and Functions of the Competent Authority requiring
the authority to “strengthen and implement strategies to ensure that
the benefits of High Value Low Volume tourism is shared across all

regions of the country.”

While ascertaining the support on the recommendations of the
National Council, it was adopted with 38 “Yes” votes, 1 “No”, and
1 Abstaining out of 40 members present and voting. The Bill will

be submitted for the Royal Assent.

Re-deliberation on the Royal Bhutan Police (Amendment) Bill
2021

On the 30" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 28 June 2022 the chairperson of the Social and
Cultural Committee, member from the Chhumig-Ura constituency
while presenting the Committee’s review report on the amendments

of the National Council on the Royal Bhutan Police (Amendment)
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Bill 2021, reported that the Committee agreed to accept all 25

sections of amendments forwarded by the National Council.

The National Council’s amendment on section 16(A) and the new
incorporation of sections 16(B) and 16(C) have been disapproved

by the House as it is already covered under section 16A.

The House could not incorporate section 41¢ which deals with the
duty of Royal Bhutan Police to prosecute and likewise the House

could not accept section 71 under repeal clause and section 71A.

The House also didn’t accept the National Council’s amendment on
section 60 which require the approval from the police headquarter

for crime prevention activities at local level.
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Owing to section 125 & 125A, the section got disapproved by
the house as the majority of the members did not support the

recommendation.

Except for the 9 disputed clauses, while ascertaining the support of
the House on the remaining amendments of the National Council,
it was adopted with 37 “Yes” votes, 3 “No”, and 1 Abstaining out

of 41 members present and voting.

38



‘\YNN' *ﬁ’qéq 924 ﬁg. 924 I/,T]\l qa.gﬁ.m,\..%. gﬂ"’\‘lﬁa\"’\\l *ﬁ’q

éqqk\ixu'ggw‘&?ﬁﬁqﬁ ag«&w:ﬁ«@w gm'ﬁ%‘%ﬁumm' &
REYINEN|

sg<s ENAFRYRASITAAFREY ¢ 3nAg<ATaTTAEY
g E{qwﬁamm@' iﬂm'@qngwﬁ' as'aé’n]'nﬁﬁ'ﬂqm' qg;\:@'
&’RN':I{;T&IN' & &I’ﬁ'NmN' 4 DA ag:!’gx'nﬁfi@' as'a?i’n]'g:r
ua'ﬂw Fapragaar &éam'a?ﬁwqqaﬁq

24



8.

Report of the Public Accounts Committee
8.1 Royal Kasho on Joint Sitting

The Royal Assent is hereby granted to convene the Joint Sitting
of Parliament on 29" and 30™ of June, 2022 to present the Review
Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Annual Audit
Report 2020-2021 and the Review Report of the Performance
Audit Report. Granted on the 29" Day of the 4™ Month of the Water
Male Tiger Year.

By Warrant Under His Hand

Druk Gyalpo
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8.2 Review report of the Public Accounts Committee

Upon reading the Royal Kasho by the Secretary General, the
Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee, member from
Tashichholing constituency presented the Committee’s report

summarized under the following four chapters;

1. Synthesis of the Annual Audit Report 2020-21;

2. Follow up on the Review Reports of Annual Audit Report
2010-20;

3. Review Report on the Performance Audit Report on
Operations of Natural Resources Development Corporation

Limited;

4.  Implementation status of the resolutions of the fifth and sixth

session of the Third Parliament.

During the deliberation the questions and doubts raised by
the members were clarified by the relevant Ministers and the
Chairperson and members of the Committee. The Committee

presented the following nine resolutions:
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Chapter 1: Synthesis of the Annual Audit Report 2020-2021

1)

2)

3)

As significant proportion of unresolved irregularities are
categorized under the non-compliance to law, rules and
regulations, and shortfalls lapses and deficiencies, the
Government may consider mainstreaming these parameters
in the Annual Performance Agreement (APA) to assess the

overall financial prudence of agencies.

RAA and PHPA-I to come to a consensus to resolve the
remaining irregularities as some of the observations are of
policy issue and are seen carrying on for more than 5 years

now;

The Geologic conditions of the Right Bank Dam area are
seen as force majeure condition of Nature, so irregularities
pertaining to Dam Site development may be considered for

dropping if the Barrage option gets through.

Chapter 2: Follow up on the Review Reports of Annual Audit
Report 2010-2020

1)

Strengthen follow-up on the unresolved irregularities
between the RAA and the Auditees to ensure resolving of
irregularities at the earliest and provide real time status

report to PAC.
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2)

3)

RAA to review the non-enforcement cases with the relevant
agencies and submit the list of cases pending for enforcement
to the Enforcement Unit, Royal Court of Justice and submit

an Action Taken Report to PAC by end of September 2022.

RAA to review and decide on the pending irregularities
from 2010-15 with the concerned agencies and submit status

report to PAC by end of September 2022.

Chapter 3: Review Report on the Performance Audit Report

on Operations of Natural Resources Development Corporation

Limited

)

2)

3)

Ministry of Agriculture and Forests to review, enforce
and monitor the NRPC rates and raise awareness to the

consumers.

Review Timber Extraction and Distribution Modality
(TEDM), 2017 to enable NRDCL as a sole distributor of

timber (log form) in the country.

The NRDCL should operationalize its Corporate Strategic
Plan (CSP) through annual plans and enhance robust control
measures and formalize the Enterprise Resource Planning

(ERP) system to optimize cost efficiency and productivity.
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After the deliberation, the House directed the Government to
implement the resolution under Chapter 1 regarding synthesis of
the Annual Audit Report 2020-2021 and report to Parliament in
the next Session. With regard to the 2 resolutions passed pertaining
to Punatsangchhu-1 Hydroelectric Project Authority (PHPA-I), the
House directed the Ministry of Economic Affairs to implement the

resolutions and report to the Parliament in the next session.

Similarly, the House passed three resolutions under Chapter 2
pertaining to the follow up on the Review Reports of the Annual
Audit Report 2010-2020 and directed the PAC to review and report

to the Parliament in the next session.

Under Chapter 3, the House passed three resolutions pertaining to
the Review Report on the Performance Audit Report on Operations
of Natural Resources Development Corporation Limited and
directed the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests to implement the

resolution and report to the Parliament during the next session.

The recommendations of the Committee were adopted with

unanimous support of all 61 members present and voting.
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9.1

Subsequently, the Speaker tabled the Performance Audit Report
on Farm Road Development and Management in Bhutan and
Performance Audit Report of Safe and Sustainable Road Transport
System and declared it as a public document. Further, the Speaker
directed the PAC to review and report on these reports during the

next session of the Joint Sitting of the Parliament.
Joint Sitting on the disputed clauses in the Bills and Convention

Civil Society Organizations (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021

On the 2™ Day of 5" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 1 July 2022 the chairperson of the Joint
Committee, eminent member Phuntsho Rapten of the National
Council stated that the Joint Committee was formed to review the
disputed clauses in the Civil Society Organizations (Amendment)
Bill of Bhutan 2021 as per the Legislative Rules of Procedure
following which the Committee has arrived at a consensus on the
24 disputed clauses in the Bill and urged the House to support the

recommendations of the Committee.

While deliberating on the disputed clauses, clarifications were
sought with regard to the membership of the Authority. It was raised

that keeping the Minister of the Ministry of Home and Cultural
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Affairs as the Chairperson of the Authority may get affiliated to
politics and that since the Civil Service is under reformation,
concerns were raised on how convenient it would be to list the

Civil Servants as members.

On this, the Committee clarified that since the Authority also has
members from other agencies, it won’t be possible to have political
affiliation in keeping the Minister as the Chairperson. Committee
added that, the reform under RCSC is in progress and for now,
not listing members under the Authority won’t be appropriate. The
House through show of hands endorsed the recommendation of the

Committee.

While ascertaining the support on all the recommendations
presented by the Committee, it was unanimously adopted with all

the 68 members in favour of the Bill.
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9.2 United Nations Convention Against Corruption (Amendment)

On the 2" Day of the 5" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 1 July 2022 the Chairperson of the Joint
Committee on the United Nations Convention Against Corruption
(Amendment), Paro Dzongkhag member of the National Council

presented the two recommendations of the Committee:

1.  Todenounceandre-accede tothe Convention withreservation
to Article 66 (2) of the UNCAC to safeguard the long-term
national interest and uphold the rule of law and protect the

supremacy of Parliament.

2. The Government to see where the lapses have actually
occurred, fix accountability, and submit the action taken

report to Parliament.

After the deliberation, on the second recommendation, the Joint
Sitting directed the Government to fix accountability and submit
the action taken report to the Parliament. It failed to get the
endorsement of the house as it could not obtain the two-third

majority from the total number of members present and voting.

Regarding the first recommendation, while ascertaining the support
on the Committee’s recommendation to denounce and re-accede to
the Convention with reservation to Article 66 (2), recommendation
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9.3

was defeated as 33 voted “Yes”, 30 “No”, and 4 Abstained out of
67 members present and voting. The recommendation failed to get
the endorsement of the House as it could not obtain the two-third

majority from the total number of members present and voting.

Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021

On the 5" Day of the 5" Month of the Water Male Tiger Year,
corresponding to 4 July 2022 the Chairperson of the Joint
Committee presented the 24 disputed clauses on the Anti-Corruption
(Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021. The recommendation on
sections 8(1), 8(2), 28(1) regarding granting of independence of
Human Resources and section 128(C) on additional conditions of

prosecution could not get support from the House.

Except for the four sections retained as per the existing Act, while
ascertaining support on the remaining recommendations of the
Committee, it was adopted with two-thirds majority support of 44
“Yes” votes, 14 “No”, and 8 Abstaining out of 66 members present

and voting
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10.

11.

Question Hour

During the Seventh Session of the Third Parliament a total of 65

Oral Questions and 4 Questions for written answer were raised.

Closing Ceremony

The Seventh Session of the Third Parliament concluded on the 6
Day of the 5™ Month of the Water Male Tiger Year, corresponding
to 5 July 2022 in the presence of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo.
Following the Speaker’s closing address, the members offered

Zhabten and Tashi Moenlam to His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo.

(Wangchuk Namgyel)
SPEAKER
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