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SUMMARY RESOLUTION OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF

2.1.

THE THIRD PARLIAMENT

Proceedings of the Opening Ceremony

The Sixth Session of the Third Parliament of Bhutan commenced
on the 20" day of the 10th Month of the Iron Female Ox Year,
corresponding to November 24, 2021. The opening ceremony
was graced by His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo with the Zhugdrel

Phunsum Tshogpai Tendrel ceremony.

In the Opening Ceremony the Speaker welcomed and expressed
gratitude to His Majesty the Druk Gyelpo for gracing the Opening
Ceremony of Parliament. He also informed on the order of business

of Parliament for the Sixth Session.

Introduction and Adoption of Bills and Conventions

Civil Society Organizations (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021
On November 25, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill
(Chairperson of the Human Rights and Foreign Relations
Committee, Member from Bartsham Shongphu Constituency)
moved the motion for the first reading to introduce and deliberate
on the Civil Society Organizations (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan
2021, which was received from the National Council of Bhutan.
The House, with the show of hands, supported the introduction and

deliberation on the Bill.
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2.2.

The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the
second reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons,
and principle of merits. Subsequently, the Bill was referred to
the Human Rights and Foreign Relations Committee for review
and was instructed to report to the Parliament. Following the
presentation of the report by the Committee on December 7, 2021,
the House conducted the third reading on the Bill. On December
9, 2021, the Bill was adopted with 38 “Yes” votes from all the
38 members present and voting and the Bill was referred to the

National Council for re-deliberation.

Customs Duty (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021

On November 25, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill
(Minister for Finance) moved the motion for the first reading to
introduce and deliberate on the Customs Duty (Amendment) Bill
of Bhutan 2021. The House, with the show of hands, supported the

introduction and deliberation on the Bill.

The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the second
reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons, and
principle of merits. Following the deliberation, the House declared
the Bill as a Money Bill and was referred to the Legislative
Committee for review and was instructed to report to the Parliament.

Following the presentation of the review report by the Committee

2
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on December 2, 2021, the House carried out the third reading of
the Bill. On December 3, 2021, the Bill was adopted with 43 “Yes”

votes from all the 43 members present and voting.

During the re-deliberation on the Customs Duty (Amendment) Bill
of Bhutan 2021 on December 13, 2021, the Minister for Finance
submitted that the recommendations of the National Council and
National Assembly on Section 2 regarding the commencement
date has no change in its meaning, however, the Minister submitted
that the recommendation made by the National Assembly has more
clarity. The House, with a show of hands, retained Section 2 as

adopted by the National Assembly.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs submitted that, the two Houses of
the Parliament is still not clear on the usage of the words “Bill” and
“Act” while drafting the Bill and raised the need for a consultation
between the two Houses to resolve anomalies on the usage of the
terminologies. The House, however, resolved that the word “Bill”
would be written on the cover page and the word “Act” would be

used in the main text of the Bill.

While the Section 2 was retained as adopted by the National
Assembly, the House adopted the rest of the recommendations of

the National Council on the Bill with majority support of 38 “Yes”



agqu'&’ﬁ'&ﬁ' gq’n@%‘ﬁﬂmm’q%qqu @qnéx'&fﬂwgm' agA"
%’ﬁ:«'ﬂﬁam' o 5'&1964@:\1' gﬂ'ﬁ;‘%ﬁg&'&éﬁﬁ' ﬁgﬁ@lqﬂ%
as‘q?z’n]'g:rnﬁ:&‘

Ran §& 2059 § 93 MABN yq @ AgTSRITUT (RF
$) ST q0ny 345 SyEFasy seu 3R
R§EF 3 W a?ﬁngw'a%w'a'aﬁ' agm'&l’ak\r%‘nwﬁﬁw Ry
?ﬁm'qﬁm\riw agm'&l’m'&fqm'aﬁ'z?w gm'na'?ﬁm'qﬁqm'n@w@'nx
5 ¥sYanxadngs Fqvagfngadad Fadgde mauar
%{'&Tﬁumw %’qaq a‘qk’u]'n]qc'ﬁ?ﬁna'@'ﬂ'@m&'ﬁ@ &qu\l'ﬁauw'
B W R A a‘j/m'th’m'&fnwa@'ﬁm' @mn&*ﬁ«'aﬁqm‘g?@'
asa?i’q's\léﬁ'qqz:&]

AT QU FRRUFFEAN FqNmsxg I BTN 55
&m}'ﬁ:' nsqﬁw\lwqﬁq’qawa:«@'ﬁxmw ETt:l'm'n}Nm'%n]'
Auransyy Fqvmaahd qagEgeRy Hveggasys
2 @'ﬂ'gm'&l’ﬁg:' &fﬂ«'m:ﬁm' 3%7' ﬁsﬁ'&q'q‘{:ﬁqq: Frav
T8 SURRTY mqAgeaie fE qesRgE ss
@&N'gmn]'&q'azm'a‘@ &'N'&gq’gnqq:&l

R Fsmads q%ﬂ"?]'s'ﬁ“ﬂ‘”'@' @R¥5) IR 401y
sq'aﬁ' RFds 4 N RGN FING %’qm‘qgnﬁm' %ﬂﬁﬁ'
mmarar 3 @‘“'5”"1'3'"%' @”’5‘@”‘%5““" A EEE
gﬂN"E'NN'%N'%‘%‘@'@R’ EN'Qq'ﬁﬁ'%ﬁ' gq’ngﬂ;’éﬂ}m«’q%qu
5 &fn]w@n]qu:' ag«&‘&'n«nﬁ&w a0 &Tﬁ'mmk\r 14 ak\m@za'

7



2.3.

votes, and 1 “No” vote from the total of 39 members present and

voting.

Tax Bill of Bhutan 2021

On November 25,2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill (Minister
for Finance) moved the motion for the first reading to introduce
and deliberate on the Tax Bill of Bhutan 2021. The House, with the
show of hands, supported the introduction and deliberation on the

Bill.

The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the second
reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons, and
principle of merits. Following the deliberation, the House adopted
the Bill as Money Bill and the Bill was referred to the Legislative
Committee for review and was asked to report to the Parliament.
On December 2, 2021, following the presentation of the review
report by the Committee, the House carried out the third reading of
the Bill. On December 3, 2021, the Bill was adopted with majority
support of 43 “Yes” votes from all the 43 members present and

voting.

During the re-deliberation on the Tax Bill of Bhutan 2021 on
December 13, 2021, while the House endorsed the National
Council’s recommendation to replace the word ‘Bill” with ‘Act’,
the title and commencement date of the Bill were retained as

4
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adopted by the National Assembly. The House endorsed the Bill

with 39 “Yes” votes from all the 39 members present and voting.

2.4. Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021
On November 25,2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill (Minister
for Finance) moved the motion for the first reading to introduce
and deliberate on the Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill
of Bhutan 2021. The House, with the show of hands, supported the

introduction and deliberation on the Bill.

The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the second
reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons, and
principle of merits. Following the deliberation, the House declared
the Bill as Money Bill and the Bill was referred to the Legislative
Committee for review and report to the Parliament. On December
3, 2021, following the presentation of the review report by the
Committee, the House carried out the third reading of the Bill. On
December 3, 2021, the Bill was adopted with majority support with

43 “Yes” votes from all the 43 members present and voting.

During the re-deliberation on the Goods and Services Tax
(Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021 on December 13, 2021, while
the House endorsed the National Council’s recommendation to

replace the word ‘Bill” with ‘Act’, the title and commencement
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date of the Bill were retained as adopted by the National Assembly.
The House endorsed the Bill with 38 “Yes” votes from all the 38
members present and voting. The Speaker informed the House that
the three Money Bills will be submitted to the Druk Gyalpo for
Royal Assent.

2.5. FrameworkAgreement on the establishment of the International
Solar Alliance
On November 25, 2021, The Member In-Charge of the Agreement
(Minister for Economic Affairs) moved the motion to ratify the
Framework Agreement on the establishment of the International
Solar Alliance and the House deliberated in detail. On November
26, 2021, the House adopted the Agreement with 42 “Yes” votes
and 1 member Abstaining out of 43 members present and voting.
The Framework Agreement was referred to the National Council of

Bhutan.

2.6. Fiscal Incentives Bill of Bhutan 2021
On November 29, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill
(Minister for Finance) moved the motion for the first reading to
introduce and deliberate on Fiscal Incentives Bill of Bhutan 2021.
The House, with the show of hands, supported the introduction and

deliberation on the Bill.
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The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the
second reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons,
and principle of merits. Following the deliberation, the Bill was
declared as Money Bill and it was referred to the Economic and
Finance Committee for review and report to the Parliament. On
December 3, 2021, the Committee presented its review report to the
House and carried out the third reading of the Bill. On December 6,
2021, the Bill was adopted with majority support of 40 “Yes” votes

and 1 member Abstaining out of 41 members present and voting.

During the re-deliberation on the Fiscal Incentives Bill of Bhutan
2021, on December 13, 2021, the Minister for Finance submitted
that, while there is no issue over recommendations of the National
Council on other sections of the Bill, the recommendation on Section
9(2) regarding the concessionary rate to be given to all schools and
Early Child Care Development Centers required deliberation. The
Minister submitted that, there are two types of fiscal incentives that
are provisioned in the Bill - direct tax and indirect tax incentives. The
Minister submitted that he could not support the recommendation
of the National Council, as exemptions were already granted in the
terms of sales tax and customs duties on school-related stationary,
equipment, and machines under the indirect tax, in Section 47 of

the Bill.
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Subsequently, the Chairperson of the Economic and Finance
Committee submitted that, though the National Council made
numerous changes, there were no major changes in its meaning
and hence supported it. However, the Committee did not support
the recommendation on Section 9 (2) regarding the concessionary
rate to be given to all schools and Early Child Care Development
Centers, the Chairperson added. The Chairperson also submitted
that, the word “Bill” should be used on the cover page and the word

“Act” to be used in the main text.

On this, some of the members supported the National Council’s
recommendation on Section 9 (2), stating that the foundation
for good learning should be created at a young age and that the
recommendation of the National Council was important to enhance

the quality of education.

The House through show of hands endorsed the recommendations
of the National Council which were reported in favour by the
Economic and Finance Committee, along with the submission to
use the word ‘Bill’ on the Cover while the word ‘Act’ to be used in

the text.

Secondly, while ascertaining support for the recommendation

made by the National Council on Section 9 (2), it was adopted with
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majority support of 37 “Yes” votes, 1 “No” vote, and 2 members

abstaining out of 40 members present and voting.

2.7.Royal Bhutan Police (Amendment) Bill 2021
On November 29, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill
(Chairperson of the Social and Culture Committee) moved
the motion for the third reading of the Royal Bhutan Police
(Amendment) Bill 2021. Following three days of deliberation, on
December 9, 2021, the Bill was adopted with majority support of
37 “Yes” votes and 1 member abstaining out of 38 members present

and voting.

2.8.First and Second Readings of the Forest and Nature
Conservation Bill of Bhutan 2021
On December 2, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill (Minister
for Agriculture and Forests) moved the motion for the first reading
to introduce and deliberate on Forest and Nature Conservation Bill
of Bhutan 2021.The House, with the show of hands, supported the

introduction and deliberation on the Bill.
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The Member In-charge of the Bill moved the motion for the
second reading of the Bill with statement of objects and reasons,
and principle of merits. Following the deliberation, the Bill was
referred to the Environment and Climate Change Committee for

review and report to the Parliament in the 7™ Session of Parliament.

2.9. Biodiversity Bill of Bhutan 2021

3.1.

On December 2, 2021, the Member In-Charge of the Bill
(Chairperson of the Environment and Climate Change Committee
Member from Bardo Trong Constituency) presented the Review
Report of the Committee for the third reading of the Biodiversity
Bill of Bhutan 2021, after which the Bill was deliberated. On
December 3, 2021, the Bill was adopted with majority support
of 41 “Yes” votes and 1 member Abstaining out of 42 members

present and voting.

Motion

The Need for a Change in the Marketing of Agricultural
Products

The Member from the Kengkhar Weringla Constituency moved a
motion on the Need for a Change in the Marketing of Agricultural
Products. The Member submitted that our agricultural production
faced serious limitations on account of geographical location and

climatic conditions resulting in a limited and seasonal production.

10
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3.2

The small scale seasonal domestic production compounded by lack
of access to market had led to surge in the import of a huge quantity
of food items. In spite of such challenges, there was lack of clear
policies, plans, programmes, and strategies to resolve the issues.

As aresult, the Member proposed the following recommendations:

1.  The Government should reform the current agricultural
marketing system into a more productive and efficient one.

A clear import and export policies must be strategized.

2. Establish market access in those countries that have existing

bilateral relations with  Bhutan.

After extensive deliberation on the Motion, the House endorsed the
two recommendations of the Motion with simple majority support
of 33 “Yes” votes, 1 “No” vote and 7 members abstaining out of
41 members present and voting. (2" day of the 11" month of the Iron

Female Ox Year, corresponding to December 6, 2021)

Motion on South-East-West and North-East-West’s Highways
The Member from the Khar Yurung Constituency submitted
that road infrastructure was fundamental pillar of economic
development in our country and that the Government of the day
prioritized construction of new roads and maintaining the old ones.

There were myriad of challenges being faced by the general public

11
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while travelling. For example, due to the pandemic and borders
being closed, people from the eastern part had to cross three
dzongkhags and, moreover, face difficulty in availing medical

services.

The Member stated that people from the Southern Dzongkhags of
Samtse and Gelephu were facing challenges coming to Thimphu
for business and seeking medical services. Besides, travelers faced

numerous difficulties due to the closure of the borders.

Likewise, Member also submitted that the North-East-West
Highway widening works and the weather conditions had caused
landslides creating inconveniences to the commuters. Moreover, the
alternative routes were falling under high-risk areas, and internal
highways within the country were not dependable. Therefore, the

Member submitted two recommendations:

1. Immediate construction commencement of the South-East-
West Highways; Nganglam to Dewathang to Gelephu to
Panbang; and Lhamoizingkha to Sarpang Highways

12
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3.3.

2. Complete the North-East-West highway, from Bumthang

Ura to Lingmethang, to be completed by December 2022.

Following the extensive deliberation, the House passed the first
recommendation of the Motion with simple majority support of 21
“Yes,” votes, 15 “No,” votes and 4 members abstaining out of 40

members present and voting.

While ascertaining the support for the second recommendation of
the motion, 14 members voted “Yes,” 23 members voted “No,”
and 3 members abstained from the total of 40 members present and
voting. Therefore, it could not passed. (6thDay of the 10th Month of

the Iron Female Ox Year, Corresponding to December 9, 2021)

Motion on lifting the Ban on Bar License in Bhutan

The Member from the Athang Thedtsho Constituency reported
that for the wellbeing of the people’s health, the issuance of bar
licenses was banned in Bhutan in 2010. In the year 2015, Lhengye
Zhungtshog approved the National Policy and Strategic Framework
to Reduce Harmful Use of Alcohol 2015-2020. In spite of all the
measures and  interventions, the number of distribution outlets
(bar and liquor retail trade) had increased. The member submitted

that, as of now, about 1000 bar licenses had been issued.

13
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Currently, there were about 4,500 bar licenses, 600 retail liquor

shop licenses, and 195 wholesaler licenses issued in the country.

The member stated that, according to studies, the ban on the
issuance of bar licenses had not resulted in fulfilling its objectives
but rather there was a rise in the number of alcohol consumptions
and bars in the country. It had also resulted in a rise in the illegal

sale and leasing of licenses.

Furthermore, the member submitted that, one of the pledges of
the Government of the day is to close the gap between haves and
have-nots. The ban on the bar license have benefitted only the
ones who possess the license and there was no equity or justice as
disadvantaged people could not avail the opportunity to benefit.

Thus, the member submitted following two recommendations:

1.  Increase and adopt a single bar and retail license fee across

the country and lift the ban on bar licenses.

2. Ministry of Health (MoH) and the relevant stakeholders
must maximize their efforts in  creating awareness of the

ills of alcohol consumption.

14



R RE3 astz't?}'?as’n]'aar 9000 %'%n]' gi'ﬁ'&'ﬁnmk\r EX RARE

[ 2NN ~N ~N ~ o
RRARRY Banagyy AmdgReagnaaaIngd

ﬁ'i«' UM G az'ﬁ'?én]'a&'gﬁ'%' HRArRSAN 00 ﬁ%q‘fu’ﬁ‘
Rgaran ARUFFIR (oo 5= NRFRFIR %%“Tﬁﬁ""
g ¢

371

ARRBUYEFSARRARUY'R  FINFATSN MR ARFA A
9 5% >7A N EREET| TR
:@zﬁ' FURIGR af:gﬁ@rﬁ:' FRMRE 4\7:'1,;104';' wx&:&’:&’ﬁ'
A' v A v vv v v v“' v\ v Y, VA' v v v VA' v
N3 Bawamudnas FRaands S¥RFRR FRINGEAG

A~ ~N o
WR SRIAN ST 9 WA G W]

ﬁ'i«'q@:’ﬁ\]' mwa::m'n]%n]' &'ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ'&ﬁu&nx‘q BT G
Nf'vﬁ' ‘Nvﬁ . . vﬁ' N . . vﬁv\vﬁ . N .
RFGRANGH AN FRAABR WMARNRIFHATN FUAS=
. e i SN ST SR N DAY e DRy
g 3xNAgAy APy AFFRGRATHRNTIIR AR
N QA ~ S ~ N
oEegY AFHRFANHIN a¥ranapy RFNGHAFR
?ﬁw.ﬁqvmﬂ.ﬂgm.%m.a.a.wqg

~

KRR q@:’t?]'mgn]mk\r a:‘n“'['?as’n]'aarqu]'ﬁamz:rﬁ@iﬁ' aay
S %‘&R"g’ﬁ'ﬂﬂk\rqs'N‘?N’%{'ﬂ'ﬁﬁ“ﬁ?ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂq

Q@N'w n]i(ma'gq'mn]'ﬁ:' aﬁm&’ﬁmm'ﬁéﬁm' as:'i?@m'
ﬁé\\lﬂ"k\l'ﬁ? at:mk\m%q'ua' n]i’rna'nﬁ:'&q@'ﬁxmw EAENES
%v ﬁN.ﬂ%-qvi. ?ﬁq.q%.\ﬁfﬁvé. a\rng.ng.‘g. gﬁ'ﬁﬁqav?ﬁN'\ﬁfﬁv

mquﬁwgw&q
s



Therefore, the House endorsed both the recommendations with
37 “Yes” votes, 3 “No” votes, and 1 member abstaining out of
41 members present and voting. (6™ Day of the 10" Month of the Iron

Female Ox Year, Corresponding to December 9, 2021)

Review Report of the Good Governance Committee on the
Anti-Corruption Commission’s Annual Report 2020-2021

In accordance with Article 27 (4) of the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Bhutan and Section 169 (1) of the Anti-corruption
Act of Bhutan 2011, the Chairperson of the Good Governance
Committee (Member from Dewathang-Gomdar Constituency)
presented the Good Governance Committee’s Review Report on
the Anti-Corruption Commission’s Annual Report 2020-2021

along with three recommendations as follows:

1. The Royal Court of Justice to create a designated and
separate Bench for Corruption cases to expedite resolution

of corruption cases delayed in prosecution;
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2. Areminder to the OAG and the ACC to expedite restitution
of the outstanding amount of Nu. 412.374 million and
to specify amounts restituted between now and the next

reporting year; and

3. Royal Civil Service Commission to provide ACC with the
required manpower till such time ACC is provided complete

operational independence.

After an extensive deliberation, The House endorsed the three
recommendations with 37 “Yes” votes with 4 members abstaining
out of 41 members present and voting. (10* Day of the 11" Month of

the Iron Female Ox Year, Corresponding to December 13, 2021)
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Re-Deliberation on the Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill of
Bhutan 2021

On the 10" Day of the 11" Month of the Iron Female Ox Year,
corresponding to December 13, 2021, the Chairperson of the Good
Governance Committee (Member from Dewathang Gomdar
Constituency) moved the motion to re-deliberate on the Anti-
Corruption (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2021. In his Motion, the
Member stated that during the 5th Session, the National Assembly
deliberated extensively and adopted with amendments and changes
on 50 sections of the Bill and it was referred to the National Council
as per the legislative procedure. The National Council deliberated
and made amendments and changes to 52 sections of the Bill and

presented for Re-deliberation.

The House deliberated on each section of the Bill, and the National
Assembly did not support 33 sections: 3 sections related to the
independence of adequate human resources, 27 sections related to
offences, and 3 general sections. As the two Houses could not come
to a consensus on several clauses of the Bill, the Bill was submitted
to Druk Gyalpo, to redeliberate on the disputed clauses in the Joint

Sitting.
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The House adopted other sections with 37 “Yes” votes, 1 “No”
vote, and 2 members abstaining out of 40 members present and

voting.

United Nations Convention Against Corruption (Amendment)
The Member In-Charge of the Bill (Minister for Foreign Affairs)
moved the motion to re-deliberate on the United Nations
Convention Against Corruption (Amendment). The Minister
submitted that the National Assembly revoked the reservation on
the Article 66(2) of the Convention during its Sth Session and it
was referred to the National Council. The National Council in its
28th Session deliberated on the Convention and did not agree on
the revocation of the reservation of the National Assembly. The
National Council recommended to deposit with reservation or
denounce and re-accede to the UNCAC with reservation to uphold

the national interest.

The House deliberated on the National Council’s recommendation
and then decided to vote on the recommendation of the latter. The
House could not obtain simple majority with 38 “No” votes and 2
members abstaining out of 40 members present and voting. Since,

the two Houses could not arrive at consensus, the disputed clause

18



Amiar gx'ngfi' FamsuE EF RN DN FREN YR AFNARF By
&Y wRmyx %’n]«'ﬁadwmm' gﬁ'ﬁ%’&’ﬁ'&ﬁ agq’:r@%’a’n]mm'
ﬂg’ﬂ’\‘l“’ﬁ' agq@x‘&fnwmm' G@N‘&'&’:«'QQ’NM co WX AN
40 DNRGIRR , QNANET JUA 5 PN QREHAGANE A<

&’N‘En}mw 5’&%}'@:1'%:&‘

A=Y e g§Eqdagil (@) g @<
AL

ssdaialan JaRn sty sgusduEsAsy agads
?ﬁ:\rq%' @m‘ﬁ:&‘iq«’qi'ﬁm' @'&fﬂ«'ﬂg&'ﬁﬁ' afn]«ﬁwgua'
i< YRRy aqred JEpA fEey sRgaE
aqmmm' FRENIRY FUdRaEaaay Qm'&l’ﬁwq%‘q’ﬁ' U
&’:N'?afn]m'ﬁ'i\w gﬂ}&'ﬁ:«' 24 ua'qf:' q@:ﬁ«qq:@ Fu
&’RN'%Q}N’GQ'H\]N' gﬂ'k}!’q'aa‘éu]'gw%@ ENAFRRNAS  Far
&’:N'a'&aa’{q' ﬁz’g@qqq%a’{q@ gg T Eng'qqg'&?ﬁ'sﬁ'
R ERy R EvfRasgyaR aaqaayahagay
g

aqg’q'?ﬁmﬁ'@' q@:ﬁ«'t@g’?ﬂ:&'ﬁ' qqz:ma'&aa'aw agm'&’:w&fn]w
Q’F]'gm&'?ﬁm'qﬁnm'@ agn’a’x’&’ﬁ'&ﬁ' agqn@xﬁqqu%q«uﬁ'
@ﬁ'“@*‘gﬂ“ﬂ”ﬁi"a' RENR o W AENR 4 DN g
ﬁ%’&ﬁug:‘ AgNR ; DN REHARGANE iﬂm’ﬁm«’gm'na

74



7.1.

was submitted to the Druk Gyalpo to deliberate in the Joint Sitting.
(12" Day of the 11" Month of the Iron Female Ox Year, Corresponding to

December 15, 2021)

Report of the Public Accounts Committee

Royal Kasho on Joint Sitting

The Royal Assent is hereby granted to convene the Joint Sitting
of Parliament on 14" and 15" of December, 2021 to present the
Review Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Annual
Audit Report 2020 and the Performance Audit Report, and on 24%
December, 2021 the Prime Minister of Bhutan to present Annual
Report on the State of the Nation, including legislative plans and
annual plans and priorities of the Government. Granted on the 2nd

Day of the 11" Month of the Iron Female Ox Year.

By warrant under His Hand

Druk Gyalpo
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7.2. Public Accounts Committee Review Report
Upon reading the Royal Kasho by the Secretary General, the
Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee (National Council

Member from Paro Dzongkhag) presented the Review Report:

1. Synthesis of Annual Audit Report 2020

2. Follow up on Review Reports of AAR 2010-2019

3.  Follow-up on Review Report on Surface Collection and

Dredging of Riverbed Materials (RBM)

4. Review Report on Performance Audit Report on
Implementation and Management of National Broadband
Fiber Network and Review Report on Performance
Audit Report on Ex-Country Travels and Short-Term
Trainings(STT)

5. Follow-up on the Implementation Status of the Resolutions
of the Second-Third Session of the Third Parliament of
Bhutan was presented with observations, loopholes, and

recommendations.

While deliberating on each of the recommendations, the relevant

Ministries provided clarification on the various issues and doubts
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raised by the members. The 9 recommendations of the Committee

were as follows.

1. Section 2.1 of the Civil and Criminal Procedure Code 2001
states that “the executive shall have a duty to provide for
the execution of judgments of all the courts”. In this regard,
PAC recommended the executive to enforce the judgements
passed by the court and put in place a mechanism to hold the

agency concerned accountable.

2. Strict implementation of the decision of the RAA that
“The treatment of the cases of excess payment shall not
be limited to restituting the amount but also holding
individuals accountable (officials and parties) for restoring
the compromised structure/infrastructure to a desired level
of quality even if it may require dismantling the entire

structures”.

3.  Heads of the agencies to take up the responsibility to
assume the full accountability for any audit irregularities/

observations.

4. Speed up the establishment of the third internet gateway

through Bangladesh.
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Put in place adequate and state-of-the-art infrastructure to

ensure e-resilience of the country.

BICMA to speed up its regulatory role and set up grievance
redressal mechanism  to be responsive to customer

complaints.

MolC to frame a strategy to ensure sustainability of fiber
resources and put in place systems to ensure monitoring

controls, diligence and oversight.

Agencies ensure strict compliance with the rules and

regulations related to Ex-Country Travels (STTs).

RCSC being the central personnel agency, should conduct
HR auditing of the agencies on an annual basis and rectify
the deficiencies in the HR planning and system and hold the

official concerned accountable.
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The House thoroughly deliberated on the recommendations and
adopted with majority support of 66 “Yes” votes and 1 member

abstaining out of 67 members present and voting.

Subsequently, the Speaker declared the tabling of RAA’s Annual
Audit Report 2020-2021 and the Performance Audit Report on
Operations of Natural Resource Development Corporation Limited.
The House referred the reports to the Public Accounts Committee,

for review and report to the Parliament in next Parliament.

Presentation of Annual Report on the State of the Nation,
including legislation plans, annual plans and priorities of the
Government.

The Prime Minister submitted that according to the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Bhutan, the Prime Minister had to present the
Annual Report on the State of the Nation, including legislation plans,
annual plans, and priorities of the Government, to the Parliament
and His Majesty the King, hence the report was prepared as required
. However, he said that after listening to the Royal Address on the
114th National Day, the format on report presentation had to be
changed. He submitted that the State of the Nation could be seen
in His Majesty’s leadership . In His Kingship is our nation , in his
body , speech and mind. His Majesty had clearly mentioned on the
114" National Day.
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The Prime Minister submitted that since the celebration of National
Day in the year 2006, His Majesty the Druk Gyelpo had commanded
on the quality of education, importance of good governance in
eradication of corruption, emphasis on the accountability. During
the National Day celebration in the year 2019, His Majesty
commanded that for long term economic stability and security, an
economic roadmap for the 21% century to be prepared. Furthermore,
His Majesty issued the Royal Kasho on Education Reform and

Civil Service Reform during the National Day in the year 2020.

Likewise, he submitted that this year, His Majesty the King during
the 114th National Day clearly commanded on the need to solve
any problems expediently. The Prime Minister reported that there
is no way to present the annual report after listening to the Royal
address However, he said that in the circulated report, some of the

changes were made on the future plan status.

Similarly, the Prime Minister stated that over the last 15 years,
we had been receiving commands from His Majesty on good
governance, discipline, and the deterioration of “nGar” in Bhutanese
people. Therefore, it is very important for every Bhutanese to, for
the sake of the country, to fulfill His Majesty’s aspirations. It was

the combined responsibility of the government, the people, and
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10.

every institution to ensure good governance. Therefore, all must

think extraordinary, get our acts together and need to work hard.

Lastly, the Prime Minister submitted that, the Government will
strive to serve the Tsa-Wa-Sum with equity and dedication. He said
that the next report to Parliament will be presented portraying a
comprehensive scenario.(Annual Report of the State of the Nation are

distributed separately)

Question Hour
During the 6™ session of the third parliament, the members raised
48 oral-answer questions and didn’t raise any written-answer

questions to the ministries on various issues.

Closing Ceremony

The Sixth Session of the Third Parliament concluded on the 25" of
December, corresponding to the 21% day of the 11th month of Iron
Female Ox Year in the Presence of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo.
In accordance with the proceedings of the day, the Minister for
Health on behalf of the Government, the Chairperson of the
National Council, and the Opposition Leader submitted their words

of gratitude to His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo.
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The Speaker in his closing address conveyed a comprehensive
summary of the deliberations of the Session, followed by the

offering of Zhabten and TashiMoenlam.

(Wangchuk Namgyel)
SPEAKER
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